Immigration: Melting Pot or Mosaic
Vocab:
Assimilate- to abandon one’s culture and adopt the majority culture
Anglo-conformity- adopting the values of English-Canadian society
Melting pot- immigrants blend in and form a unique identity (the American model)
Cultural mosaic- a community of different cultural identities, multicultural
Push factors- factors pushing immigrants away from their homelands
Pull factors- factors pulling immigrants to their new country
The Last Best West
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In 1896, Sir Clifford Sifton became Canada'a new minister responsible for immigration in Sir Wilfred Laurier's new Liberal government.  Sifton wanted to attract immigrants to Canada and he spared no expense in opening up the Prairies for settlement. Sifton increased advertising abroad and introduced a series of reforms to the Immigration Department in order to make Canada look more attractive and affordable. Thanks to these measures and an economy that was generally booming, more than three million people came to Canada between 1896 and 1914. 
However, immigration would gradually become more selective and focused on either the types of skills immigrants brought to Canada or their ethnic backgrounds. Sifton preferred to fill the Prairies with immigrants from Britain, other western European countries and the United States.  It was felt that people from these areas were best suited to agricultural life on the Prairies. 
Sifton increased immigration by:
· Creating an extensive promotional campaign, featuring the slogan "Canada: The Last Best West." (This was a reference to the fact that American land on the Plains was becoming less available and more expensive to settlers by this period.)
· reorganizing the immigration department to give it more power in setting immigration policy;
· increasing the number of immigration agents and support personnel aboard; 
· freeing up unused land owned by the Hudson's Bay Company (HBC) and the Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR);
· offering 160 acres of free land to settlers.  (Settlers still had to pay a land registration fee of $10 - or roughly $150 in modern-day currency)
During Clifford Sifton's tenure as Immigration Minister between 1896 and 1905, many religious groups that practiced agriculture were attracted to Canada. These included:
· Mennonites from Europe
· Doukhobors from Russia
· Mormons from the United States
The federal government approved of the entry of these groups because they were adept at farming. 
Examine the following posters with a partner and discuss whether this would have been effective at attracting new immigrants to Canada?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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	Net Migration Ratios, by Province

	Provinces
	1901-1911
	1911-1921
	1921-1931

	PEI
	- 13.6
	- 16.4
	- 11.1

	Nova Scotia
	- 0.6
	- 7.6
	- 14.5

	New Brunswick
	- 3.8
	- 7.3
	- 11.5

	Quebec
	4.3
	- 4.0
	0.9

	Ontario
	9.3
	2.3
	5.1

	Manitoba
	41.2
	5.1
	- 1.7

	Saskatchewan
	125.6
	15.1
	- 0.7

	Alberta
	123.8
	20.9
	3.8

	British Columbia
	69.4
	14.8
	18.7


Source: Leroy O. Stone Migration in Canada: Regional Aspects
List the top four provinces receiving immigrants between the years 1901-1931. 1____________________2_____________________3_______________________4____________________

Immigration by Source Area

These charts show the transformation in Canadian immigration policy. Notice how the source countries of immigrants to Canada changes between 1965 and 1992
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2. Mid-20th century immigration (1919-1969)
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Immigration by source area 1992
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Immigration by source area 1965
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Immigration by source area 1992
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Immigration by source area 1992
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Immigration by source area 1975
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Immigration by source area 1975
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Immigration by source areas9;
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