                    Social Studies 11- Interwar Years
The Winnipeg General Strike: The rise of the Canadian Labor Movement

Vocab:
Union- an organization of workers which represents the interests of workers

Strike- when a workers’ union demands that its members refuse working in order to negotiate better wages and working conditions

Socialist- someone who supports greater economic equality and wants the state to play a major role in society (free health care, education etc.)

Collective bargaining- the right of the union leadership to negotiate on behalf of its workers with management over wages, working conditions etc.
Communism- a society where the state owns all property and controls all production- economic equality

Read An Uneasy Adjustment on p. 49.
Describe the social and economic challenges returning Canadian war veterans faced in 1919:
	


Read the Workers Respond on pp. 49-50
1. Why were there many workers’ strikes across Canada after the war?

2. What was the main goal of the One Big Union (OBU)?

3. How did a general strike differ from a regular strike?

Read the Winnipeg General Strike on pp. 50-51

1. Which workers were the first to go on strike in Winnipeg?
2. What were these workers demanding, why did they strike?
3. How did the strike in Winnipeg turn into a general strike?

 Describe the effect of the general strike on Winnipeg:

	


Describe how business leaders, local and federal governments reacted to the general strike:

	


4. What was the outcome or results of the strike?

Paragraph Response:

Based on your readings and the timeline of workers’ rights in Canada, to what extent was the Winnipeg General Strike successful?
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