Social Studies 11- Law
The Charter of Rights and Freedoms
Vocab:
entrenched- to be firmly established as part of the Constitution- cannot be easily changed

referendum- when the government asks  citizens to vote on an important issue

patriation- to make Canadian, referring to the Constitution

right- granted, given by the government

freedom- something the government can never take away

In 1960, the Conservative Government of Prime Minister John Diefenbaker passed the Canadian Bill of Rights. This was an Act, a regular law which could be amended or cancelled by future federal governments.

Read the Charter of Rights
Discuss the following with a partner: Why did Canada need a Charter of Rights and Freedoms if it already had a Bill of Rights?

	


1. Why did some people in Canada oppose the Charter of Rights and Freedoms?

     Paraphrase Prime Minister Trudeau’s arguments supporting the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.
	


2. What was the notwithstanding clause?
          The Charter of Rights and Freedoms was finally approved with the patriation of the 1982 Constitution. Every provincial premier except Quebec’s Rene Levesque approved the new Constitution. 

The 1982 Constitution included an amending formula in order to make any future changes to the Constitution:

	  7 out of 10 provinces representing at least 50% of Canada’s population


     Discuss the following with a partner: Why do you think this amending formula was included. Do you think it is fair, why, why not?

	


          Key Sections of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms
	Charter section
	  Description

	Fundamental Freedoms
	· Freedoms of speech

· Freedom of religion

· Freedom of assembly

	Democratic Rights
	· Right to vote
· Right to join a political party

· Right to run as a political candidate

	Equality Rights
	· Equal under the law: men, women, minorities all have equal rights in Canada

	Legal Rights
	· Right to  a fair trial
· Right to a lawyer

· Right to an interpreter

	Mobility Rights
	· Right to live and work anywhere in Canada

	Minority Language Rights
	· Right to be educated in either French or English where there is a large enough minority



Now rank the sections in order of importance from most to least important:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Paragraph Response:
Which Charter section(s) do you think is most important and why:
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