Social Studies 11-First Nations
Native Resistance and Government Response (1900-1970) 
Vocab:
Cut-off lands- government reduced the size of some reserves in order to expand non-Native settlement or get resources

Aboriginal title- Aboriginal right to their traditional lands – ownership

Discrimination- inequality, racism, unfair treatment

White Paper- government policy or plan

Land claim- claiming ownership of traditional lands
Native Resistance in the early 20th century
During the early 20th century (1900-1930) Aboriginal people challenged the federal government on three important issues: the potlatch ceremony, cut-off lands, and aboriginal title.  The federal government had banned the potlatch ceremony in 1885. In defiance of this ban, the Kwaigiulth (Northwest Coast) people held several potlatches in 1920. In response, the British Columbia provincial government arrested the chiefs responsible. Several years earlier in British Columbia, Joe Capilano, chief of the Squamish nation, presented a petition in London to the British King Edward VII asking him to declare cut-off lands to be a violation of the Indian Act. In response, however, the federal government changed the Indian Act so that Aboriginal consent (agreement) was no longer needed. In the mid 1920s under the leadership of Andrew Paull and Peter Kelly, the Allied Tribes of British Columbia appeared before the House of Commons and Senate and demanded that the government begin treaty negotiations with Native groups in British Columbia. The federal government rejected this petition and consequently changed the Indian Act again making it illegal to pursue land claims.
Discuss the following with a partner: What does the response of the provincial and federal government reveal about its attitude toward Native issues and Native people at the time?

	


  Changing Attitudes
 During World War II (1939-45) many Natives volunteered to serve in the Canadian armed forces.  Natives served in all theatres of the war and won many medals for bravery. However, when they returned in 1945 they came to a country which considered them as second-class citizens. During the next two decades attitudes in Canada towards minority groups were beginning to change. Many White Canadians were calling for greater equality and an end to racial discrimination. In 1951 the potlatch ban was revoked, meaning that Natives on the West Coast could now legally practice their ceremony openly. In 1960, First Nations were given the right to vote in federal elections. Although some progress had been made, many Native groups still had serious grievances (complaints).

   Pierre Trudeau and the White Paper

   Review: Discuss with a partner what you remember from the unit on French-English relations about Trudeau and his attitude toward Canadian society and how his vision may have affected the Canadian government’s treatment, or proposed treatment, of Native people.

	


  By the late 1960s, First nations were organizing to pressure Canada’s federal and provincial governments to deal with the crisis they were facing. Life on an aboriginal reserve typically included widespread poverty, poor health, and inadequate housing and education. Life for those who tried their luck in the cities wasn’t much better. Lacking education, job skills, and the ability to adapt to urban life, many faced hostility and discrimination.
Read the section on p.208 entitled Aboriginal Nations

1. What was the name of the pressure group created by Natives in the 1960s?
2. What was the purpose of this group?

       In 1969, Trudeau and Indian Affairs Minister Jean Chretien drafted a White Paper. Normally, if a White Paper is accepted it may become a bill and passed into law.

Continue reading p. 208 and summarize the reasons for and key points of the White Paper
	Reason(s) for the White Paper
	Key Points/Changes of the White Paper

	
	


3. What was the Native reaction to the White Paper? What was their main concern?
Paraphrase the comments from Cree leader Harold Cardinal regarding the White Paper

	


Paragraph Response
Discuss how Natives have resisted attempts at assimilation. Have they been successful?
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