Social Studies 11-Interwar Years
Becoming a Sovereign Nation

The Interwar years (1918-1939) saw Canada make great gains in its quest to become independent of Britain.  The timeline below shows many of Canada’s major steps to sovereignty.  The events located in the square are those that occurred during the interwar years.

Timeline of Canadian Autonomy
1867 – Confederation: British North America Act unites Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick in the Dominion of Canada.  Canada can make its own decisions on domestic matters.  Foreign relations remain in the hands of Britain.
1914 Canada enters World War I with the British declaration of war against Germany.


1919 Treaty of Versailles: Canada had little voice in making the terms of the treaty but it was the first treaty that Britain did not sign on behalf of Canada.
1920 Canada joins the League of Nations at its inception. 

1922 – Chanak Affair: Britain calls upon the Dominions to contribute soldiers in a demonstration of the Empire's solidarity against the Turks. PM King was noncommittal.
1923 Canada deals directly with U.S. without British participation in signing the Halibut Treaty
1926 Balfour Report: Canada was an "autonomous Community within the British Empire, equal in status, in no way subordinate one to another in any aspect of their domestic or external affairs, though united by a common allegiance to the Crown, and freely associated as members of the British Commonwealth of Nations."
1931 The Statute of Westminster ratifies the 1926 Balfour Report giving Canada and other dominions internal and external legislative authority. This represents an important step in Canada's movement toward political autonomy.

1939 - Outbreak of World War II. Canada does not automatically join Britain.  The decision to join is made a week later, after debate in the House of Commons.

1947 - The Canadian Citizenship Act: the first statute in Canada to define its people as Canadians (not British subjects) came into force on 1 January 1947.

1965 - The present Canadian flag is adopted, replacing one which had incorporated the British flag. 

1982 - The UK transfers final legal powers over Canada. Canada adopts a new constitution, which includes a Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

Discuss and respond:  Which event do you consider the most significant for Canada?  Why?
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