Social Studies 11- Law
Civil  Law and Criminal Law
Vocab:
Plaintiff- the person who claims to have suffered and wants to go to court

Defendant- the person who defends himself/herself against accusations of wrongdoing

Accusation- to claim someone broke a law or did something wrong

Crown- lawyers called prosecutors who represent the government/ people in criminal cases

Criminal Code of Canada- code (book) containing criminal laws for all of Canada, may be amended

Indictable offenses- serious criminal offenses

Summary offenses- less serious criminal offenses

Read Canada’s Legal Traditions on pp. 274-75
1. What is the origin of Canada’s legal system?

2. What is common law?

3. What is Statutory law?

       Read Civil Law p. 272
Describe and give examples of civil law
	


Read Case 1 Neudorf versus McLachlan
1. Who is the plaintiff in this case_____________________________

2. Who is the defendant in this case____________________________

3. What is the case about, which law is said to have been broken?

4. Who won the case, why?

      Read Criminal  Law pp. pp. 273-74
1. What is the main difference between criminal and civil law?

Paraphrase the three basic elements of criminal law  

	Presumption of Innocence
	

	The Criminal Act 
	

	Mens Rea
	


  Read Case 2 Regina versus Julia Campagna

1. Who is the Defendant_______________________

2. What is the case about, what criminal act is said to have been committed?

3. What was the decision of the judge?
4. Do you personally agree with the judge’s decision, why, why not?
  With a partner, determine whether the following criminal offenses are summary offenses or indictable offenses and place them in the appropriate column.  Use your dictionary to look up some of the new terms.

Criminal Offenses:

1. drinking alcohol on a public beach

2. 1st degree murder

3. arson

4. treason and spying

5. shoplifting chocolate bars from a grocery store

6. public drunkenness

7. trafficking in heroin and cocaine

8. rape

9. kidnapping

10. robbing a bank

11. public nudity

12. pickpocket ting someone’s wallet or purse

13. spray-painting the side of a public building

14. possessing an illegal firearm such as an M-16 machine gun

15. smoking in a non-smoking public building

	Summary Offenses
	Indictable Offenses

	
	


