Social Studies 11- First Nations
Cultural Assimilation: Residential Schools
Vocab:
Missionary- catholic priests sent to convert Natives to Christianity

Reserves- lands set aside for Natives by the government of Canada

Assimilation- giving up one’s culture and becoming like the dominant culture

Residential school- School, usually located far away from cities, where Native children lived and were taught by priests 

Compulsory- no choice, forced

Examine the picture of Thomas Moore
Discuss with a partner how this photograph summarizes the purpose of the residential school system
	


  Read Creating the System
1. Describe what actions were taken in a residential school to “civilize” the aboriginal children

  2.   When and why did attendance at residential schools for aboriginal children become compulsory?

Read Who wanted the Schools?
1. What were the three groups who wanted residential schools and why?

	   Group
	 Reason it wanted the residential school system

	1.  
	

	
	

	       3.

	


2. When and why did the government start to “phase out” (eliminate) the schools?

3. What has been done to address the residential school issue today?

Read the following poem by Rita Joe, a Mi’kmaq  poet, about her experience attending a residential school in Shubenacadie, Nova Scotia:
 I Lost My Talk                                                                         Briefly summarize the message of this poem:
I Lost MY talk

The talk you took away

When I was a little girl                                                            
At Shubenacadie school

You snatched it away:

I speak like you

I think like you

I create like you

The scrambled ballad, about my world

Two ways I talk

Both ways I say,

Your way is more powerful

So gently I offer my hand and ask,

Let me find my talk

So I can teach you about me.
Paragraph Response: Discuss what effect the residential school experience had on Native Peoples.
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