Women, Children, the Health Crisis

And the Solutions

Women in Developing Countries:
-Cultural or Religious beliefs often make women face many hardships in developing countries


-Live in male dominated societies


-may have no legal rights or are treated as property


-may be killed in some nations due to family honor

-Many women in developing countries carry a greater load of the countries burdens than men


-often get less food so they face greater malnutrition


-must work and take care of the family


-women face a lower literacy rate due to the fact that education is often a luxury for men only



-women who are more educated tend to have less children



-the female literacy rate is also connected to infant mortality-a more educated mother 

has more knowledge of the importance of immunization, clean water and nutrition

Children in Crisis:
-Children tend to be the most vulnerable to the problems of developing countries

-some problems children face-Famine, disease, war, lack of education, forced child labor, sex-

           trade, poor access to clean water, 

-Under five Mortality Rate-


-African Countries have an under five mortality rate 50 times that of developed countries.  This is largely due to things like malnutrition, and disease because of lack of clean water, hygiene and sanitation.

-Children at War-Approx. 540 million children live in dangerous an unstable situations


-in 1999, reports showed that there were more than 300,000 children under 18 fighting in war.


-In some African countries, children are often taken from their families, trained as killers and 

forced into war.

-critics who encourage children at war, claim that because Africa’s population is composed 

mostly of younger aged people, 16 and 17 year old children are considered adults.

-Working Children-In developing counties, often children start working at a young age.


-Children are forced to work to support their families

-Children are forced to work in the international sex trade

-Many countries have no labor laws to regulate the minimum age of workers

-Many children are forced into labor-working in factories and agriculture

The Health Crisis:

-Clean Water
-approx. 1.2 billion people around the world lack access to safe water.

Why?
-open water sources are contaminated


-drinking water often also used for washing and waste


-Irrigation is for agriculture uses up a lot of the world’s clean water supply


-drought

-“The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that 80% of the world’s diseases are caused in some way by contaminated water.”

-HIV/AIDS-
-referred to as a pandemic:  an epidemic that occurs over a large geographical region

-spread by; sexual acts, needles, blood transfusions and child birth. 

-In 2000-HIV/AIDS was affecting 35 million people in the world-THERE IS NO CURE!


-HIV/AIDS in developed countries is less than 1%


-HIV/AIDS in developing countries is much higher-26% of Zimbabwe’s adult population is 

infected with HIV/AIDS

-It is very difficult for a country ravaged by HIV/AIDS to deal with the problem because so very often they are also dealing with; malnutrition, poverty, other diseases, lack of clean water, high birth rates, large populations, pollution, war, corrupt governments, illiteracy, high death rates, high infant mortality rates, low life expectancy, lack of resources etc.

Solutions for Developing Countries:

-Many developed countries, including Canada, have stepped up and tried to help developing countries by granting foreign aid.  Foreign aid comes in many different ways but there is controversy over the extent to which this foreign aid is helping developing countries.
-Types of foreign Aid:

-Bilateral aid-financial aid given directly to a government from another government


-Multilateral aid-financial aid given to a government from many other governments.  This is 

often through organizations like the UN and the World Bank. 

-NGO’s-aid provided to countries from Non-government organizations

-Private sector enterprises-aid provided to businesses or cooperations in developing countries

-Canada is involved in all of the above forms of foreign aid.  The majority of foreign aid from Canada falls under the responsibility of the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA).  CIDA promotes sustainable development in developing countries and focuses on six priorities: basic human needs; women; infrastructure services; human rights, democracy and good governance; private sector development; and the environment.  CIDA has also expanded its role in dealing with; basic education, health and nutrition, HIV/AIDS, and child protection.
-Problems with foreign aid- 
-Tied Aid-one problem with bilateral foreign aid is that it often comes as tied aid.  This means that the lending government has the right to have some say into where the aid will go to.  Often tied aid comes in the form of an agreement between the lender country and the borrowing country in which the borrowing country must buy goods from the lending country in order to receive the loan

-Massive Debt-Most countries that receive large loans find they are too often paying more into the loan than they are paying towards improving the living standards of the country

-Corrupt Governments-Often when money is given to developing countries, that money does not always go towards the good of the people, but rather in the hands of the leaders of that country.

