Senate Reform (pp 231-33, Counterpoints)
By the early 1990s, the Reform Party had gained a considerable amount of support, mostly in Western Canada where many people felt “alienated” by the federal government.  These people felt that the government focused too much on issues that concerned only Quebec and Ontario, ignoring issues of importance to Western Canadians. The Senate was designed to provide regional representation but some people in Western Canada felt the current system was unfair to them. Consider the map of Senate seats on page 230 of Counterpoints. Do you feel the Senate provides regional representation fairly? 
What to do about the senate?
The textbook Counterpoints outlines three options for the Senate.  Read each of the three options and in your own words, answer the questions below.

Option 1


Option 2



Option 3
Triple E Senate
A commonly held view about how the senate should be reformed (associated with the Reform Party of the 1990s) is known as the “Triple E Senate”.  The three Es stand for Elected, Equal, and Effective.  After your reading, you should be able to use your own words to explain what the three E’s mean.
Elected: ______________________________________________________________________________

Equal: _______________________________________________________________________________

Effective: ____________________________________________________________________________

What’s the idea?
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