Social Studies 11- Population
Case Study: China’s One Child Policy
Vocab:
Abortion-terminating, ending a pregnancy

Sterilization- a medical procedure which ensures that a man or woman cannot biologically reproduce

Infanticide- to kill an infant, baby

Urban- city centres

Rural- countryside

Slogan- words, often meant as a call to action
Incentives- rewards, or benefits to encourage people to take certain actions

Fertility rate- the number of children the average women has in her lifetime
China’s current population is 1.33 billion, making it the most populated country in the world. However, China is also the third largest country in the world in total area, behind Canada and Russia. Examine the physical map on pp.92,93 of your Atlas and suggest why, despite China’s enormous physical area, it cannot sustain its current population:

	


Read The One- Child Policy: China’s Solution on pp. 329-331
1. Why did China’s population explode after 1949?

2. What policy did the Chinese government enact after Mao’s death?

3. What incentives were given to citizens to follow this policy?

Examien Figure 13-16 on p. 330 and discuss with a partner why this government family planning poster shows a girl:
	


According to a Chinese demographer, “the one-child policy has long been more slogan than reality.”
Discuss the meaning of this statement with your partner:

	


How has the One-Child Policy affected urban and rural areas differently? Fill out the table below:

	Effect on Urban areas

	Effect on Rural areas



	
	


Discuss with a partner whether you think the term “Little Emperor Syndrome” accurately describes the attitude of Chinese children today, why, why not?
	


Examine the Chinese Population Pyramids on the following page and discuss in paragraph form what demographic problems China will likely face in the near future and how these will affect China’s economy and its society:
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Population Pyramids: China
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