Social Studies 11- WWII
The Japanese Internment

Read pages 126 and 127 of Counterpoints.  Discuss with a partner each of the four paragraphs and write a 1-2 sentence summary of each one.
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DVD, Canada: A Peoples’ History, The Dispossessed
What occurred on Dec 7, 1941?   How did this affect Canada?

Dec 18th, 1941: The Battle of Hong Kong:
What happened to most Canadian soldiers serving in Hong Kong?

What action did the Canadian government take against Japanese Canadians?

Discuss with a partner: 

The Japanese were not the only ethnic groups to be interned.  Germans and others were also interned.  During WWI, thousands of Ukrainians were interned (this is a little-known fact in Canada).  Was Canada justified (right) to take this action?  Explain.

The Canadian government eventually apologized to the Japanese internment camp survivors and gave each survivor financial compensation.  Do you think it is necessary to apologize for wrongs committed in the past?  Why or why not?

