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Social Studies 11- First Nations
Oka Confrontation

Vocab:
Compensation- to receive money for something that is taken away

Confrontation- conflict usually involving violence

Stand-off- a confrontation where both sides refuse to give up

Read the quote from Assembly of First Nations Leader George Erasmus and discuss the conflict he is predicting and the reasons it may happen. Do you agree with him?

	"We want to let you know that you are dealing with fire. We say, Canada, deal with us today because our militant leaders are already born. We cannot promise that you are going to like the kind of violent political action we can just about guarantee the next generation is going to bring to our reserves."

                                                                                        
George Erasmus, 1988


	


Examine figure 8-17 on p. 211 and discuss with a partner what may be happening in this picture. What are these men discussing and what does this tell us about relations between Canada and Aboriginal communities?
	


Read Oka Confrontation
1. What land claims were being demanded by the Mohawks? Why were the Mohawks angry about this land?

	Briefly summarize the events in Quebec which led to a confrontation between Natives and non-Natives:



2. Describe the outcome (result) of the Oka Crisis:

Gustafsen Lake Stand-off
 The Oka Crisis was not the last confrontation between Natives and non-Natives. In June 1995, the Shuswap, along with other First Nations groups engaged in a stand-off with police over rights to perform the Sun Dance ceremony on Crown (government) lands near Gustafsen Lake, British Columbia.  The Natives who chose to stay at Gustafsen Lake believed that the lands near the lake were their ancestral lands. They then built a fence  to keep out the cattle of a nearby White rancher (farmer). This quickly developed into a confrontation when Lyall James, the rancher, and his cowboys attacked the Native camp, riding in on horseback while firing guns. James then called for the RCMP (the national police). 400 police officers came to Gustafsen Lake and a 31 day stand-off followed. In the end, most of the Natives present at Gustafsen were arrested and the Supreme Court of British Columbia refused to hear an appeal by the Shuswap nation claiming that the RCMP had no right to enter ‘traditional Aboriginal land.’
Paragraph Response:  Considering the examples of Oka and Gustafsen Lake discuss whether violent stand-offs help or hurt the claims of Aboriginals to their lands?
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