Social Studies 11

Environmental Protection Timeline

The time line will help you understand the progress of multilateral initiatives that have been taken by the world for the improvement of the environment.  It is important to note that this timeline only includes a few of the well known environmental initiatives.
1987: Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer was finalized and approved and entered into force in 1989. 36 countries that together accounted for 80% of the CFC consumption ratified (signed) it.  It set the table for international action on an environment threat that lay beyond the confines of any country or government. It resulted in a sharp decline in the manufacture and use of CFCs.


1992: Earth Summit. The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), was held in Rio de Janeiro in Brazil. The Rio conference was significantly different previous conferences – it was not about the environment itself but about the world economy and its effects on the world environment. The developed countries came to Rio to solve the issues of climate, forests and endangered species but this did not happen. This time the south was in a position to demand that if the north wanted them to check their consumption of oil and coal and stop deforestation then the north would have to pay for it.
 

1992: United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) - the centerpiece of global efforts to combat global warming. It was adopted in May1992 at the Rio Earth Summit. The Convention's primary objective is the stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic (man-made) interference with the climate system. Such a level should be achieved within a time sufficient to allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate change, to ensure that food production is not threatened, and to enable economic development to proceed in a sustainable manner.
 

1997: Kyoto Protocol, 159 nations attending the Convention on Climate Change (held in December 1997 in Kyoto, Japan) agreed to reduce worldwide emissions of greenhouse gases. Delegates agreed to the following specific provisions:
Thirty-eight developed countries agreed to reduce their emissions of six greenhouse gases. Collectively, developed countries agreed to cut back their emissions by at least 5% below 1990 levels between 2008 and 2012. Developing Countries - Countries which are in the process of becoming industrialized but have constrained resources with which to combat their environmental problems, which include China and India, have no formal binding targets, but have the option to set voluntary reduction targets.

Questions to discuss with a partner:
1. Do you think that there has been a compromise between the north and the south in the environmental protection movement?
2. The USA has so far refused to ratify (sign) the Kyoto Protocol.  Discuss the implications of this fact.  
