SS 11-government
Minority Government
Key terms: Minority government, majority government, coalition, dissolve parliament, 

vote of nonconfidence.

With a partner discuss what minority and majority government are.

Election Results

	Of  265 seats
	1957
	1958

	Conservatives
	112
	208

	Liberals
	105
	49

	CCF
	25
	8

	Social Credit
	19
	0

	Independents
	4
	0


The ruling party in 1957 was ________________ with _________ seats out of a total of _______ in the House of Commons.  The party that was Her Majesty’s Official Opposition was _______________.  The ruling party in 1958 was ________________ with ________ seats out of a total of ________ in the House of Commons.  The party in 1958 that was Her Majesty’s Official Opposition was _______________.  

In 1957 was there a minority or majority government?  What about in 1958? Explain your answer.

The party with the most seats may form a government, even if it holds less than half of the seats in the House of Commons (a minority government). A minority government will not be guaranteed to win every vote in the House of Commons.  In this case the governing party will try to win support of enough members of the other parties to give it a majority.  However, if the opposition parties unite to vote against it, the government will be defeated.  When this happens, either another party is given a chance to form a government or Parliament is dissolved (start new, cancel) and another election is called.  In the case of the Diefenbaker government in 1958, the prime minister himself decided to dissolve Parliament because he believed he had a good chance to win a majority.

Discuss with a partner why Diefenbaker wanted to dissolve parliament in 1958.

A minority government is unstable because at any time the government might be defeated by a vote of nonconfidence. A vote of nonconfidence is when the majority of the Members of Parliament do not support the government.  Sometimes, it gives more power to small parties with just a few seats whose support determines whether or not a government remains in power.  This situation usually forces a minority government to be responsive to the demands of the opposition than it would be if it had a majority and did not need to bargain for support.

In 1957, how many opposition votes did the Conservatives need to form a coalition majority government?

Outline the downfalls (difficulties) of a minority government.
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