                      The Changing Face of War         Name: _________
Stalemate - A situation in which further action is blocked; a deadlock. (chess term)
- After the Battle of the Marne (1914), the two alliances were in a stalemate on Western Front.  Germany could not advance, and Britain and France could not drive the back.
Trench Warfare – Was the standard war tactic in WW1
Although trenches were used in ancient and medieval warfare, in the American Civil War, and in the Russo-Japanese War (1904—5), they did not become important until World War I
- Some elaborate and some were a muddy ditch  
- Usually 400m apart  
- Ross rifle sucked

- Offered protection from enemy fire
- Soldiers were vulnerable from artillery bombs

- filled with mud, water, rotting corpses, rats, lice, fungal diseases. (trench foot – 3 times)

- Soldiers went months without washing
- Often raining or snowing

- Soldiers often fought, ate and slept in their trenches

“Try to sleep with a belt full of ammunition around you, your rifle bolt biting into your ribs, entrenching tool handle sticking into the small of your back, with a tin hat for a pillow, and feeling very damp and cold, with cooties (lice and other parasites) boring for oil in your arm pits, and the air foul from the stench of grimy human bodies being whiffed into your nostrils.” (Unknown Soldier)
“No mans land” – Narrow strip of land between the enemy trenches (craters & barbwire)
“Going over the top” – The act of soldiers being ordered to go over top of the trench and across no mans land fully exposed. Machine guns fired 1000 bullets per minute-“deadly”
- The trench soldier had 4 weapons to choose from: rifle, bayonet, shotgun, and hand grenade (trench spades were used to fight, and brass knuckles, mace, clubs etc)
Battle of Attrition - Each side tried to grind down the other in order to outlast them.
- Western Front Battles – Unprecedented killing!
Total War - All the resources of a nation are organized for one purpose – win the war.
- In previous wars, the conflict at the battle front had little impact on life on the home front.  In WW1, the home front became just as important as the battle front.
- The country that could produce and deliver the goods necessary for the troops to be successful became a vital factor in determining who would win the war.

- Industries were retooled to mass produce war materials. 

- War bonds were sold in public and taxes were levied on the people to pay for the war.

- Many countries introduced conscription, which made service in the military mandatory.

New Technology on the Battlefield

Tanks – (First used in the Battle of the Somme)   
- Developed to solve the trench warfare problems.  Ex. Go across “no mans land” through barb wire and be safe from machinegun fire. 

- By 1918, they played a big role in Allied victory
Poison Gas – First used in the Second Battle of Ypres
· Tear gas was used by the French in 1914, but this would only disable the enemy.

· German soldiers pushed hoses into no mans land and pumped chlorine gas towards the French and Canadian lines.
· Caused blindness, burnt the lungs, causing choking or drowning to death

· Wilfred Owen (killed by a sniper a few days before the end of the war), wrote Dulce et Decorum Est) about being exposed to gas.  

· In the final stanza, asserts that, should readers see what he has seen, they would no longer see fit to instill visions of glorious warfare in young men's heads. No longer would they tell their children the "Old Lie," so long ago told by the Roman poet Horace: "Dulce et decorum est / Pro patria mori" ("It is sweet and proper to die for one's country")
Machine Guns – The signature weapon of trench warfare. 

- Machine guns and artillery were responsible for most of the killing in WW1.  Put killing on a much grander scale.  Atomic weapons in WW2.
Mortars, which lobbed a shell in a high arc over a relatively short distance, widely used in harassing forward trenches, cutting wire in preparation for a raid or attack.  
Mines – Packing explosives underground.  Often used to make new trenches closer to enemy lines.  Workers built tunnels under no-mans land and pack areas with explosives.
Artillery dominated the battlefields of trench warfare in the same way air power dominates the modern battlefield. An infantry attack was rarely successful if it advanced beyond the range of its supporting artillery.
Flame Throwers - The Germans employed "Flammenwerfer" (flame throwers) during the war for the first time against the French on June, 25th, 1915, then against the British on July 30 in Hooge.

Barb-wire – was great for slowing infantry traveling across the battlefield.
Submarines – Small and inefficient by today’s standards, but their torpedoes sank the biggest ships.  Torpedoes fired under water.  It was a very successful technique used by the Germans until 1917. (Convoys) - They wanted to starve the British into submission.

Airplanes – Usually flown by a single pilot and only stay airborne for 1 hour before refuelling.  Dogfights would often occur.   They played a bigger role in WW2.
