Social Studies 11- French-English Relations
Official Bilingualism
Vocab:
Unilingualism- speaking only one language

Bilingualism- speaking two languages

Read Trudeau and Quebec (pg.194-195)
1. What was the main recommendation of the 1963 Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism?
2. Why did Prime Minister Trudeau want to address the language issue in Canada?

3. What were the main points of the Official Languages Act?
4. Describe some of the negative reactions to the Official Languages Act in French and English Canada:

	English-Canada


	

	French-Canada
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Official Bilingualism in action
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                                                                                 L’ecole bilingue- French elementary school in Vancouver
Main languages spoken by Canadians at home- taken from the 2006 Canadian census

	 English speakers in Canada
	67%

	 French speakers in Canada
	21%

	Fluently bilingual in French and English
	17%

	Speakers of other languages (not French or English)
	12%


New Brunswick is the only province outside Quebec where more than 3% of the population speaks French as its first language. In New Brunswick 69% of the population speaks English and 29% speaks French. Nearly one half of the population is fluently bilingual.

Francophones represent a mere 0.5% of British Columbia’s population, while non-native English speakers represent 16% of the population.

In P.E.I., Nova Scotia, and Newfoundland more than 96% of the population speaks English. In these provinces, less than 7% of the population is fluently bilingual in English and French.
In the Canadian North (Nunavut, Northwest Territories, and Yukon) French is spoken by less than 2% of the population.
Bilingual Signs in Vancouver, British Columbia   - It is in Chinese, or Punjabi not in French!
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