SS 11 Government Unit                                                       Lobbyists and Pressure Groups


Influencing Government: Pressure Groups and the Media

Brainstorm: With a partner, discuss the ways in which people can influence the government? 

	


The Government Can Be Influenced by Pressure Groups
Refer to pages 258-260 when considering the following questions.
What are some of the ways that individuals can influence the government?

	

	

	

	


Define pressure groups. 

	

	


Who joins these groups?

	

	


Pressure Groups Examples:

	Area
	Pressure Group



	Economics
	Business Council on National Issues
Canadian Manufacturers Association

Canadian Labour Congress

Consumers’ Association of Canada

	Religion
	Canada Council of Churches
Canadian Jewish Congress

	Health
	Canadian Medical Association
Canadian Cancer Society

	Gender, Race or Ethnicity
	National Council of Women
Black Action Defence Committee

Arab Palestinian Association

Canadian Polish Congress

	Environment
	Greenpeace
Sierra Club

	Human Rights
	Amnesty International
Free the Children


How do Pressure Groups Influence Government? (pg.263-264)
1. They provide the government with information.

2. They hire lobbyists.

3. They challenge the government’s policies in court.

· Pressure groups often provide the government with well-researched information in an attempt to influence it. This information may be in the form of research results, polls or reports.

· Pressure groups hire lobbyists to try to influence the government.

What is a lobbyist?
	


How do lobbyists and special interest groups communicate their message to government? 
	


Why do critics of pressure groups argue that pressure groups put democracy at risk? 
	


The Government Can Be Influenced By The Mass Media (pg.264-265)
What are the good points and bad points of the mass media’s influence on government?
Good




Bad
Read page 266 and define civil disobedience?
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· Civil disobedience has been used by some of the greatest moral leaders of the last century, including Martin Luther King and Mohandas Gandhi.  Both of these men 

ultimately died for their cause.

· Those who choose to practice civil disobedience should be willing to face the consequences of their actions.

Can you think of any ways that people might use civil disobedience?

	


Voting, joining a political party, pressure groups, the mass media and civil disobedience all influence government.  What do YOU believe is the most effective way to influence the government?  Explain in a short paragraph. 
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