Causes of WWI

Militarism

· Situation in which military interests dominate government policy

· All men aged 18-60 in Germany, England, France, Russia and Italy were fully trained and prepared for service in the army

· Armed conflict (war) viewed as an acceptable solution to solving problems

Imperialism – creating “empires”

· European countries were competing for territories throughout Africa and Asia
· Actions abroad often increased tensions at home

Nationalism
a)  2 Types of Nationalism:
1.  
Feelings of pride for one’s own COUNTRY

· Most citizens at that time were “extremely” patriotic towards their country
2.  Feelings of pride within an ethnic group that does not have its own country (ie. Quebec)

· In the 19th century this was a powerful force that helped people of the same culture come together to form nations.
· Austria-Hungary had 11 different groups that were nationalistic and who wanted independence

b)  The Balkans 

· The Black Hand was an organization determined to free Bosnia from Austria-Hungary so that it could join with Serbia
· Bosnia contained many people of Serbian descent who resented being under Austrian control and wanted Bosnia to become part of Serbia.

· Other rebellions also took place in The Balkans

· The Balkans were known as the “powder keg of Europe”

Alliances

· An organization of people (or countries) involved in a pact or treaty

· Triple Entente

· Britain, France and Russia

· Triple Alliance


· Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy

Discussion Questions – Causes of WWI

1. Explain why the Balkans was known as “the powder keg of Europe.”
2. The main goal of the system of alliances was to reduce the threat of war.  Explain why it had the opposite effect (and actually increased the likelihood of war).
Causes of the Great War (WWI)

                          How the War Began (pp 21-22 of Counterpoints)
The spark that started the war: Archduke Ferdinand of the Austria-Hungarian Empire was assassinated in Bosnia.  How did this cause the war?  Consider the reasons above, especially the alliances.  A “chain of events” occurred as follows: 









Canada’s Role?

Canada is part of the British Empire and was automatically at war.  

Countdown to War
Countdown to War

1. Assassination of Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Bosnia by Serbian nationalist Gavrilo Princip, June 28th, 1914

· Princip was a member of the “Black Hand”

2. Germany gives Austria-Hungary the famous “Blank Check” (unconditional support in a potential conflict with Serbia)

3. Austria-Hungary issues an “ultimatum” to Serbia, who refuses to comply with some of the demands (Serbia would lose her independence)

4. Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia on July 28th, 1914

5. Russia promises to support Serbia and “mobilizes” its army (gets ready for war)

6. Germany declares war on Russia

7. France “mobilizes” its army.  Germany declares war on France

8. Germany invades France through Belgium

9. Great Britain declares war on Germany

The Schlieffen Plan

1. Germany intended to avoid a war with France AND Russia (“war on 2 fronts”)

2. Germany wanted to quickly capture France while Russia prepared for war (a process Germany believed would take 6 weeks)

3. Germany believed that Britain would remain neutral, even if Germany invaded Belgium

4. Germany was wrong…

Timeline

· June 28       
Archduke Ferdinand assassinated

· July 23        
Austria-Hungary presents ultimatum

· July 28        
Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia

· August 1
Germany declares war on Russia

· August 3     
Germany declares war on France 

· August 4
Germany invades Belgium

· August 4
Britain declares war on Germany

Paragraph:  Using the following words (militarism/military, nationalism/nationalist, imperialism/imperial, alliance/ally, tensions, unstable/instability, pride and aggression), write a brief paragraph discussing how war was a probability in 1914.    
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 Germany promised to help Austria-Hungary in case of war: the “blank cheque” 
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Serbia is allied with Russia





Austria-Hungary threatens Serbia





BUT











France declares war on Germany





Germany declares war on Russia





 Russia comes to help





 Austria-Hungary invades Serbia





SO





Other countries choose sides and it becomes 


THE FIRST WORLD WAR!





 Britain declares war on Germany 





 Germany invades Belgium 








