Social Studies 11 – Canada and the First Nations

Timeline of the First Nations’ Relations with Canada
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1763
The Royal Proclamation of 1763. The purpose of the proclamation was to organize Britain's vast new North American Empire, and to stabilize relations with North American Indians through trade, settlement, and land purchases on the western frontier.

1876
The Indian Act of Canada is an Act which deals with registered Indians, their bands, and the system of Indian reserves. The Act is administered by the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development. 

1969 The 1969 White Paper was a Canadian policy document in which Minister of Indian Affairs, Jean Chrétien proposed the abolition of the Indian Act of Canada, the rejection of land claims, and the assimilation of First Nations people into the Canadian population with the status of other ethnic minorities rather than a distinct group.

1985 With Bill C-31 the Indian Act was amended with the goal of restoring Indian status to people who had lost it through discriminatory provisions of the Act, and to their children. The discriminatory reasons for revoking status were:

· marrying a man who was not a Status Indian

· enfranchisement (until 1960, an Indian could vote in federal elections only by renouncing Indian status)

· having a mother and paternal grandmother who did not have status before marriage (these people lost status at 21)

· being born out of wedlock of a mother with status and a father without.

1990 The Oka Crisis was a land dispute between the Mohawk nation and the town of Oka, Quebec which began on March 11, 1990, and lasted until September 26, 1990. 

1990 The Meech Lake Accord. In Manitoba, with many First Nations protestors outside, the Legislative Assembly convened to approve the Accord. Unanimous support was needed to bypass the necessary public consultation. Harper opposed bypassing consultation because he did not believe First Nations had been adequately involved in the Accord's process.

1992
In the Charlottetown Accord, Aboriginal self-government was approved in principle, but to permit further negotiations on the form it would take, there would have been a hiatus of three years before the concept was recognized in the courts.
1996
The Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples was established in 1991 to address many issues of Aboriginal status that had come to light with recent events such as the Oka Crisis and the Meech Lake Accord. The Commission culminated in a final report published in 1996. The most revolutionary proposal in the report was the creation of a government for (and by) the First Nations that would be fully responsible within its own jurisdiction, and with which the federal government would speak in a "Nation-to-Nation" manner. 
1997
Delgamuukw v. British Columbia is a famous ruling of the Supreme Court of Canada where the Court made its most definitive statement on the nature of Aboriginal title in Canada. Aboriginal title, the court ruled, includes Aboriginal ownership of the land and the right to use in ways it had not been used traditionally. It is different from common land ownership, in that it is a Constitional communal right deeply linked to Indigenous culture. Land governed by Aboriginal title can only be sold to the Federal Government, not to private buyers. 

1998
Prime Minister Stephen Harper makes an official apology to all former students of the Indian residential school system on behalf of the government of Canada.   He makes the speech in the House of Commons.  Prime Minister Harper agrees to pay $2 billion in former students, and the government set up a Truth and Reconciliation Committee to help in survivors deal with the problems caused by the Indian residential schools.
1999
Nunavut is the largest of the territories of Canada; it was separated officially from the vast Northwest Territories on April 1, 1999 via the Nunavut Act[1] and the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement Act[2], though the actual boundaries were established in 1993. The creation of Nunavut resulted in the first major change to Canada's map since the incorporation of the new province of Newfoundland (including Labrador) in 1949.
2000
On April 13, 2000, a land-claim was settled between the Nisga'a, the government of British Columbia, and the Government of Canada. As part of the settlement in the Nass River valley nearly 2,000 square kilometres of land was officially recognized as Nisga'a, and as well a 300,000 cubic decameter water reservation was created. The Bear Glacier Provincial Park was also created as a result of this agreement. The land-claim's settlement was the first formal treaty between a First Nation and the Province of British Columbia in modern times.
