History 12

A History of the 20th Century (1919-1991)

Course Outline

Teacher:  Mr. Austen
Office:  327 Girls Campus / (Appointment only on Boys Campus)
Email:  austenmapleleafschool.com
Course Website:  austenmapleleaf.weebly.com
Course Wiki: austenhistory12.wikispaces.com
Textbooks: The World This Century - by Neil Demarco
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The Study of History 
Historical understanding requires students to conduct historical inquiries, to think through cause-effect relationships, and to reach sound historical interpretations. It requires students to use historical evidence and fact to analyze and construct arguments, and to be aware of the subjective nature of historical narrative. The study of history trains students to recognize bias, weigh evidence, and evaluate arguments, thus preparing them to make informed, independent judgments.

 Historical Perspective
Comprehending history requires that students develop an understanding of historical perspective, the ability to describe the past on its own terms, and empathy for the experiences and points of view of people of different backgrounds and with different roles in events. The study of the history of the 20th century opens to students events of particular relevance and immediacy in their lives. By examining the choices and decisions of the 20th century, students can evaluate today’s problems and challenges with a deeper awareness of alternatives. Students also discover the consequences of actions that have been taken with little or no understanding of the important lessons history imparts.

 Interdependence of Individuals and Societies
History 12 builds on students´ previous understanding of the interaction and interdependence within and between societies. Twentieth-century history, with its underlying narrative of conflict and co-operation on a global scale, offers students a particularly compelling study of competing agendas within societies and the responsibilities of democratic citizenship.

 Appreciation of History
An important goal of History 12 is to encourage students to explore and cultivate an interest in history. The course offers students the opportunity to find personal connections to the events of the 20th century by examining how these events have influenced the lives of people around them, including family and community members, and affected their own lives as Canadians. Another way students make personal connections to the past is through creating historical narrative and arguments of their own​ that is, by "doing history." These connections can occur through encounters with evidence of the past, such as historical documents, eyewitness accounts, letters, diaries, artifacts, photos, visits to historic sites, or records of oral history.

In this course, students will: 

· analyze historical evidence to: 

· assess reliability 

· distinguish between primary and secondary sources 

· identify bias and point of view 

· corroborate evidence

· demonstrate the ability to conduct research using print, non-print, and electronic sources 

· evaluate the significance of cause-effect relationships 

· develop and present logical arguments 

· evaluate the significance of economic and geographical influences on history 

· draw conclusions about the influence of individuals and mass movements on historical developments 

· demonstrate historical empathy (the ability to understand the motives, intentions, hopes, and fears of people in other times and situations) 

· apply knowledge of history to current issues 

· demonstrate an awareness of career opportunities related to the study of history 
Themes and Perspectives
The curriculum organizers, with the exception of the Study of History, are designed to allow students to discover critical trends in the 20th century by incorporating the following themes and perspectives in each period: 

· Geopolitical Events 

· Social Change 

· Economic Developments 

· Technological Progress 

· Ideologies 

These themes and perspectives are intended to ensure that each historical period is examined in a comprehensive fashion, while emphasizing the study of history and the development of a sense of historical understanding. 

Geopolitical Events
The significant events that are the hallmarks of the 20th century are many and varied and are not restricted to any specific region of the globe. As they study these events, students examine the role of each in shaping the history and unique identity of the 20th century. 

Social Change
The years from 1919 to 1991 witnessed social changes of unprecedented magnitude and pace. By exploring the evolution of society through the 20th century, students increase their understanding of the different and changing views of various groups and classes in society, and of relationships among individuals and groups. 

Economic Developments
The economic developments of the 20th century may be characterized as reflecting a shift from a national to an international orientation. Students explore the economic forces that led to the emergence of a global economy, with far-reaching consequences for all spheres of public and private life. 

Technological Progress 
The technological developments of the 20th century occurred on a scale and at a pace never before experienced. Students examine the extent to which these changes affected society and shaped the destiny of much of the world during the 20th century. 

Ideologies 
The spread of mass ideology is an important phenomenon of the 20th century. Through the study of the major political and ideological trends in recent history, students gain a deeper understanding of the role of ideas and ideals in shaping the century.

Chronology of Study

Conflict and Challenge: The World of 1919

This period introduces students to the concepts of nationalism and imperialism, and how the Paris Peace Conferences shaped societies, economies, and politics following WWI.

Promise and Collapse: 1919–1933

In studying this period, students examine the establishment of fascism and communism in Europe and the important influence of economic factors on events, especially in the United States. This period also introduces the growing movement toward national self-determination in Palestine and the Indian sub-continent.

Turmoil and Tragedy: 1933–1945

This period introduces students to the causes of World War II, especially the influence of the Great Depression on the growth of totalitarian regimes, as well as the characteristics of democratic systems. Students also examine a number of major developments of this period, including new weapons technology, the concept of “total war,” and the use of mass communications.

Transformation and Tension: 1945–1963

In studying this period, students explore the far-reaching effects of the Cold War, including the emergence of new economic and political alliances, and the growing strength of independence movements in the colonial territories. Students also examine the struggle for individual rights and the new imperative for international co-operation that accompanied the nuclear age. Significant events of this period include the struggles for new national status in India, Africa, the Middle East, and Southeast Asia; the spread of communism; and the buildup of confrontation between the two superpowers that culminated in the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962.

Progress and Uncertainty: 1963-1991

In studying this period, students examine conflicts in Asia and the Middle East and their effects both on domestic events in the USA and USSR and on the international balance of power. Students also explore the rise of popular movements seeking new rights and freedoms. Students examine the ongoing impact of the most significant developments of this period: the ending of the Cold War, the breakup of the USSR, and the resurgence of nationalism.

Evaluation:                Term 3 = 40%           Term 4 = 40%           Final Exam = 20%
	
	Term Three
	Term Four
	Final Exam

	Quizzes & Tests
	40%
	50%
	

	Assignments, Debates, Presentations and Participation
	40%
	50%
	

	Midterm Exam
	20%
	
	20%

	Topics:
	* Ideologies
* The Paris Peace Treaties 
* The Great Depression
* The Russian Revolution
* The rise of Fascism in Italy and Germany

* The causes and events of WWII
	*Post-war USSR

*Post-war USA

*Post-war Europe

*Cold War and Conflicts
*China

*India

*Middle East

*Africa
	Everything we have covered!


Frequently Asked Questions about History 12
1. What do we study in History 12? Is it a continuation of Canadian history?

· We focus on world history from after World War One (1919) to the end of the Cold War (1990).

· We examine political, economic, social and cultural events of this time period in Europe, the United States, the Middle East, South Africa, China and India.

· We learn how to research and write an academic essay used for studying the arts and humanities in college and university.
· We practice our critical reading, discussion and debating skills.

2. What materials are used and/or studied?

· We have a textbook and maps provided by the instructor.
· We examine original documents from the times, including speeches, photographs, and historical films.
· We have an online discussion group to help your research and studying.
3. What is the course load? Is the course difficult?

· Students can expect an average of 4-5 pages of reading per class.
· There is a term exam and a term essay each term.
· There is a provincial exam of 50 multiple-choice questions and several writing selections, including an essay.
4. My English/Communications or SS11 mark is not very high. What should I do?
· The school will not prevent you from taking the course; the prerequisites are strong suggestions, not rules. 

· The course is intensive in terms of reading, listening and writing in English. If you are not sure about your abilities, talk to your SS11 teacher about whether you should take the course. You could also ask your SS11 teacher to speak to a History 12 teacher about your individual case.
5. Is this course useful for studying business or art?
· This course compliments the study of Comparative Civilizations 12, AP Government 12, Geography 12 and/or Economics 12.

· This course provides an excellent background for international business because it helps the understanding of many places in the world.

· This course compliments the study of art because it shows the political and social contexts of the various art movements in the modern era. 
6. There is not a Provincial Exam for History 12 anymore.  Does that mean the course will be easier?
· There will still be a final exam, but it will only be worth 20% of your final mark instead of 40%.
· The course content remains the same, so the course will not change very much.
HIST 12 – Introduction

Student Feedback
At the end of the year, former History 12 students were asked to provide some wisdom for the upcoming group of History 12 students. Here are their major suggestions:

The Top Ten Things a Student Needs for History 12

(in no specific order)

1. To critically think about the issues and have an objective point of view

2. To read not only class materials, but to find background materials about history in the library, magazines, on TV and online

3. To be able to see a problem from your own and another person’s point of view

4. To have good memory skills

5. To have confidence and courage even if you receive a poor mark

6. To have a genuine interest and enthusiasm for history

7. To manage your time for the large amount of reading and  exam preparation

8. To bring questions to class and not to be afraid to ask them

9. To practice and develop your writing skills

10.  A BIG binder
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