	History 12:

Russian Revolution Seminar Assignment


Task:
After being assigned on of the following topics, students will be expected to generate an essay and seminar that addresses the focuses and questions assigned. Students will assume the role of instructor, teaching their classmates about the topic they have been assigned.
Procedure:

1. Instructor will choose a particular topic relating to the Russian Revolution, its background, and consequences.

2. Students will research their topic and be prepared to teach their classmates their topic in a seminar style.
· Students will need to create a PowerPoint presentation for their topic, which includes 3 discussion questions on your topic
· Students must create a 1-2 page handout. Email or send a wiki to the teacher at least 1 day prior to the presentation so the teacher has time to make photocopies, or you will be responsible for making the photocopies

· Students have a maximum of 20 minutes in length
· Students are required to address the focuses for each topic, not doing so will lower your mark (see rubric)

· Seminar must be clear and understandable (see rubric)

· Important names, dates, places and events should be clarified in your presentation and put onto the handout, as all seminar topics are TESTABLE! (All students should be prepared to take notes!!)
· 5 minutes of your presentation should be reserved for discussion questions
· Students must be prepared to present on the day assigned, failure to do so will result in a zero. (exceptional circumstances may be taken into account at instructor’s discretion if addressed prior to presentation day)

3. Rubric for use in evaluation, with the student’s name and topic on it, will be handed to instructor at the beginning of presentation class assigned.
4. Students will create a 5 paragraph wiki post on their topic within 24 hours of their presentation.  (Rubric Provided) Students should also comment on as many of the presentations as possible. 

Seminar Topics and Essay Question

All students must have read pages 37-40, The World This Century

Topic 1:  Tsar Nicholas Romanov 
Focuses for seminar: Personal character (racism, nobility, intelligence, family obligations, autocrat)


- Strengths


- Weaknesses
Central Question for Essay: “In your opinion, what personal characteristics attributed to Nicholas were detrimental to continued Romanov rule?”
Topic 2:  Industrialization in Russian before 1905
Focuses for seminar: What had been attempted? 

- What were the results?

- Who was Sergei Witte?
Central Question for Essay: “In what way was the forced industrialization to blame for the eventual revolution, and how might have been done to lessen its impact?”
Topic 3:  1905 Revolution (Failed)
Focuses for seminar: Causes (Reform, Russo-Japanese war, etc.)

- Who were involved?


- What was “Bloody Sunday”?


- What resulted from it?
Central Question for Essay: “Why did the 1905 revolution fail?”
Topic 4:  World War One
Focuses for seminar: Leadership

- Equipment/preparedness


- Economic hardship


- Effects on population
Central Question for Essay: “To what extent can the effects of WWI be blamed for the fall of the Romanov’s?”
All students must have read pages 40-42, The World This Century
Topic 5:  Rasputin
Focuses for seminar: Who was he and what did he do?

- Personal characteristics


- Popularity


- Effects on moral (peasants, nobility)
Central Question for Essay: Different sectors of Russian society viewed Rasputin in different ways, evaluate the reasons for this difference?”
Topic 6:  February (March) Revolution
Focuses for seminar: Where did it begin?

- What sparked the revolution?


- What was the order of events?


- What was the Duma and how was it involved?


- Who else were involved, and who took control?


- What became of the Tsar?
Central Question for Essay: “Public opinion played a central role in the abdication of the Tsar. What events and decisions turned this opinion against the Tsar in the final days of his rule?”
Topic 7:  Petrograd Soviet of Workers
Focuses for seminar: Major incidences

- What was its purpose?


- Who were involved?


- How was it a challenge to the Provisional Government?
Central Question for Essay: “In what way was the Petrograd Soviet of Workers able to challenge the Provisional Government, and how successful was this challenge?”
Topic 8:  Mensheviks
Focuses for seminar: Where did they stand on the political spectrum?

- How were they formed?


- What was the party platform (Beliefs)?


- From what sectors of society did they get support?


- Who was allowed to join?


- Ideas on the use of violence


- Political history
Central Question for Essay: What parts of the party platform of the Mensheviks do you see as assets in gaining power and what parts were deficits? Explain.”
All students must have read pages 43-46, The World This Century
Topic 9:  Bolsheviks
Focuses for seminar: Where did they stand on the political spectrum?

- How were they formed?


- What was the party platform (Beliefs)?


- From what sectors of society did they get support?


- Who was allowed to join?


- Ideas on the use of violence


- Political history
Central Question for Essay: “What parts of the Bolshevik party platform allowed them to gain support and what parts were detrimental? Explain.”
Topic 10:  Social Revolutionary Party (SRs) and Cadets (Constitutional Democrats)
Focuses for seminar: Who was Nicholas Kerensky?

- Where did they stand on the political spectrum?


- How were they formed?


- What was the party platform (Beliefs)?


- From what sectors of society did they get support?


- Who was allowed to join?


- Ideas on the use of violence


- Political history
Central Question for Essay: “In what way can it be said that the SRs and the Cadets were more representative of the Russian people than the Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks?”
Topic 11:  Vladimir Ilyich Lenin (Ulyanov)
Focuses for seminar: Background

- Strengths/weaknesses


- Political leanings


- Exile and return to Russia


- Promises upon return
Central Question for Essay: “Lenin has been seen as more of an opportunist than communist. Assess this statement and defend whether you agree of disagree.”
Topic 12:  Leon Trotsky (Lev Davidovich Bronstein)
Focuses for seminar: Background


- Strengths/weaknesses


- Political leanings


- Exile and return to Russia
Central Question for Essay: “Why was Trotsky to prove to be such a valuable asset to the Bolsheviks, and why was he later killed by the Stalin government?”
Topic 13:  Provisional Government
Focuses for seminar: Kerensky’s role

- WWI offensive


- Kronstadt demonstrations


- July Days

- Arrest of the Bolsheviks


- Kormilov Affair
Central Question for Essay: “What was Kerensky’s government’s biggest blunder in handling Kormilov?”
All students must have read pages 48-51, The World This Century
Topic 14:  Cheka
Focuses for seminar: What was it?

- When was it created and by who?


- What was its purpose?


- What were Revolutionary Tribunals?


- Who were the enemies of the revolution, and why?


- What were the Cheka’s methods?
Central Question for Essay: “Assess the necessity of Lenin’s Creation of the Cheka. Was he justified?”
Topic 15:  Treaty of Brest-Litovsk
Focuses for seminar: What was it?

- Why did the Bolsheviks think it necessary?


- What were the short term results for Russia?
Central Question for Essay: “Evaluate the possible repercussion of the treaty in terms of relations with other countries in Europe and overseas.”
Topic 16:  Civil War (Reds vs Whites)
Focuses for seminar: Who were the Reds/Whites?

- Where did they get their support?


- What areas did they control?


- What were their strengths/weaknesses?
Central Question for Essay: “Evaluate the two sides and determine why the initially stronger Whites were unable to defeat the Reds. State and defend your reasoning”
All students must have read pages 52-55, The World This Century
Topic 17:  War Communism
Focuses for seminar: What was it?

- Who did it affect?


- Why was it put into effect?


- What were the results?
Central Question for Essay: “Some claim that War Communism was less economic policy than a simple necessity to win the war. Others, including Trotsky, saw it as an attempt at pure communism. Evaluate the two opinions.”
Topic 18:  Soviet Red Terror
Focuses for seminar: What was it and how did it begin?

- What was its justification?


- Who were its victims?


- How were its victims accused and tried?


- What were their punishments?
Central Question for Essay: “Read the following quotation and evaluate its legitimacy.”
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Topic 19:  New Economic Policy (NEP)
Focuses for seminar: What was it?

- Who instituted it?

- What did it change?


- Who benefitted?


- Why was it considered necessary?
Central Question for Essay: “How was the NEP incongruous with Communist philosophy
All students must have read pages 56-60, The World This Century
Topic 20:  Stalin’s Rise
Focuses for seminar: Background

- Strengths/weaknesses


- How was his background important to his popularity as opposed to Lenin?


- What was Lenin’s testament and why was it suppressed?


- What was world revolution and what was Stalin’s counter proposal?
Central Question for Essay: “Detail some of Stalin’s political manoeuvrings and extrapolate on what this might say about his character.
Topic 21:  First Five Year Plan - Industry
Focuses for seminar: What was it? 

- How was it put into effect?

- What were the results?
Central Question for Essay: “Many saw the first Five Year Plan in Industry as successful, regardless of forced labour and relocation. Do you agree? Explain.”
All students must have read pages 60-66, The World This Century
Topic 22:  First Five Year Plan - Agriculture
Focuses for seminar: What was it? 

- How was it put into effect?


- What were the results?

- Who were the Kulaks and what happened to them?

- What was the Holodomor?
Central Question for Essay: “Evaluate the success of the first Five Year Plan in Agriculture.”
Topic 23:  The Purges
Focuses for seminar: What were they?

- What was the “spark” that set them off?


- Who were its victims?


- What were the results?
Central Question for Essay: “Detail why so many old Guard Bolsheviks confessed to conspiracy, and extrapolate why these confessions were accepted.” 
All students must have read pages 113-120, The World This Century
Topic 24:  The 1920’s and the lead up to the Great Depression
Focuses for seminar:  What did the post-WWI economy look like in America?



- What were President’s Harding, Coolidge & Hoover’s policies in the 20’s?




- What was laissez-faire?




- Why did the economic boom collapse?




- Why did Wall Street crash?

Central Question for Essay: What were the main causes of the Great Depression in America?
Topic 25:  Problems in American Society in the 1920’s & 1930’s
Focuses for seminar: What kind of poverty took place in the 1930’s?



- What was the 18th Amendment and how did it affect America?




- Who was Al Capone?




- What was bootlegging, and how was Canada involved?




- What is the KKK?

Central Question for Essay: What did American society look like in the 1920’s and 1930’s?
Topic 26:  Roosevelt & the First New Deal
Focuses for seminar:  What are Hoovervilles?



- Who was FDR?




- What was the first 100 days?




- What were the policies in the First New Deal?



- How successful was FDR’s attempt at combating the Great Depression?

Central Question for Essay: How did FDR deal with the Great Depression in the early 1930’s?
Topic 27:  Roosevelt & the Second New Deal
Focuses for seminar: What were the policies in the Second New Deal?



- Who were the opponents to the Second New Deal?



- What was FDR’s relationship like with the Supreme Court?




- Did FDR pull America out of the Great Depression?
Central Question for Essay:  How did Roosevelt’s policies affect the Great Depression in the second half of the 1930?
"Do not look in the file of incriminating evidence to see whether or not the accused rose up against the Soviets with arms or words. Ask him instead to which � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_class" \o "Social class" �class� he belongs, what is his background, his � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education" \o "Education" �education�, his � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Profession" \o "Profession" �profession�. These are the questions that will determine the fate of the accused. That is the meaning and essence of the Red Terror." 





� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yevgenia_Albats" \o "Yevgenia Albats" �Yevgenia Albats� and Catherine A. Fitzpatrick. The State Within a State: The KGB and Its Hold on Russia - Past, Present, and Future, 1994.











