Key Verbs in Social Studies Department Written-Response and Essay Questions

Read the question carefully! Most questions contain a key verb or command term. The following list will help students to understand and respond to written-response questions effectively. 
ASSESS - Estimate the value of something based on some criteria; present an informed judgment.

COMPARE how the elements or qualities of one event, issue or character are similar to those of another. Often used in conjunction with CONTRAST.

CONTRAST - Describe how the elements or qualities of one event, issue or character are different from those of another. See COMPARE.

DESCRIBE - Give a detailed or graphic account of an object, event, or concept. 

DISCUSS - Present the various points of view in a debate or argument; engage in written discourse on a particular topic, process or concept. Evaluate Use criteria or standards to make judgments about the strengths and weaknesses of a position on a particular issue.

EXPLAIN - Give an account of a topic, process, or concept, providing evidence and reasons. 

TO WHAT EXTENT - Advance arguments in favour of a position or point of view and respond to or take into account arguments opposed to that position or point of view.
IDENTIFY - Clearly establish the identity of something based on an understood set of considerations; recognize the unique qualities of something and state the criteria used to identify it; simply provide the name of something.

ILLUSTRATE - Give concrete examples to clarify a point or an idea. (this does not mean draw a picture!)
LIST - Give a catalogue, in some specified order, of names, ideas, or things that belong to a particular class of items.

OUTLINE - Give a verbal description of only the main features; summarize the principal parts of a thing, an idea, or an event. (this does not mean only make an outline, it must be in paragraph form!)

SHOW (THAT) - Give facts, reasons, illustrations or examples, to support an idea or proposition. 

STATE - Give the key points with supporting reasons.

SUGGEST - To identify and propose; to present viable alternatives, options and solutions. 

SUPPORT - Defend or agree with a particular, predetermined point of view; give evidence, reasons, or examples.
