History 12 The Rise of Fascism Unit

Lesson 1: Fascism, Capitalism and Communism and the Rise of Mussolini


	Purpose: To compare the basic elements of Fascism, Capitalism and Communism


· As we study Fascism, take some time to fill in the chart below and be prepared to compare and contrast the basic tenets of Communism, Capitalism and Fascism
	System
	Communism
	Capitalism
	Fascism

	Role of Individual
	Limited – should sacrifice individuality to make the whole society more prosperous
	Enhanced – individuals should compete in order to raise the standard of living for all
	

	Freedom
	Theory – Workers control the state and thus enjoy ultimate freedom
Practice – Workers enjoy little freedom and are tightly controlled by a strong government.
	High Degree – personal freedoms are protected by the law. A free press is usually present. Criticism of the government is allowed and free elections are held frequently.
	

	Power of State
	Strong – the state must nationalize all industries and distribute the profits of production among the workers based on need. Tight control of information and no tolerance for opposition.
	Weak – the state should not intervene in economics. However laws should be in place to allow for the free flow of capital and to maintain order.
	

	Economic Policies & Distribution of Wealth
	Directed by the state. Wealth should be distributed evenly among the workers.

	The pursuit of individual profits should direct economic policy. Little to no govt. intervention in the economy. Wealth will be unevenly distributed, but competition will increase the wealth of all.
	


	Purpose: To understand the factors that led to the rise of Benito Mussolini’s Fascists in Italy


	Outline Mussolini’s beliefs before WWI (67)



Gaining Power
	Nationalism in Italy helped create the conditions for Mussolini’s rise. Explain. (67)


	Italy’s poor economic state also created a tense situation. Explain how Mussolini was involved. (67)



	Mussolini’s Fascist Party was able to exploit an unstable political situation. Explain. (68)


	Describe how Mussolini changed his political platform to gain more support. (69)




Discuss: How was Mussolini able to gain political influence in Italy in the 1920s?

