History 12 Unit 1: Effects of WW I

Lesson 1: Ideologies Overview


HI12 – Political, Economic and Ideological Terms
Glossary

Aristocracy 
A privileged social class whose members possess disproportionately large shares of a society's wealth, social prestige, educational attainment and political influence, with these advantages having been acquired mostly through gift or inheritance from a long line of similarly privileged and cultivated ancestors. The term refers also to a form of government in which the members of such a class effectively control the state.

Autocracy 
A system of government in which supreme political power to direct all the activities of the state is concentrated in the hands of one person, whose decisions are subject to neither external legal restraints nor regularized mechanisms of popular control (non-Democratic)

Capitalism 
Economic order characterized by private ownership of the means of production and the freedom of private owners to use, buy and sell their property or services on the market at voluntarily agreed prices and terms, with only minimal interference by the state.

Communism

A political and social system whereby all property is owned by the community and each person contributes and receives according to their ability and needs. This system is usually the result of a revolution and thus the use of violence is accepted as a means to attain it. Most Communist states have systems derived from Marxism.

Conservatism 

A general preference for the existing order of society and an opposition to all efforts to bring about rapid or fundamental change in that order. Conservative ideologies strive to show that existing economic and political inequalities are justified and that the existing system is as close to ideal as likely possible. Often base their claims on the teachings of religion and traditional morality, and tend to downplay the reliability of purely rational or deductive social theories propounded by secular philosophers, economists, and other social thinkers.

Democracy 
A system of government in which effective political power is vested in the people. In older usage the term was reserved exclusively for governmental systems in which the populace exercised this power directly through general assemblies or referenda to decide the most important questions of law or policy. In more contemporary usage, the power is exercised through freely elected representatives who are supposed to make government decisions according to the popular will, or to the supposed values and interests of the population. 
Fascism 
A class of political ideologies (and historical political regimes) that takes its name from the movement led by Benito Mussolini that took power in Italy in 1922. The different "fascist" movements and regimes have varied considerably in their specific goals and practices, but are characterized by several common features: 

1. Militant nationalism, proclaiming the racial and cultural superiority of the dominant ethnic group and asserting that group's inherent right to a special dominant position over other peoples 

2. The adulation of a single charismatic national leader said to possess near superhuman abilities and to be the truest representation of the ideals of the national culture, whose will should therefore literally be law 

3. Emphasis on the absolute necessity of complete national unity, which is said to require a very powerful and disciplined state organization (especially an extensive secret police and censorship apparatus), unlimited by constitutional restrictions or legal requirements and under the absolute domination of the leader and his political movement or party 

4. Militant anti-Communism coupled with the belief in an extreme and imminent threat by Communist forces both inside and outside the country 

5. Contempt for democratic socialism, democratic capitalism, liberalism, and all forms of individualism as weak 

6. Glorification of physical strength, fanatical personal loyalty to the leader, and general combat-readiness 

7. A sophisticated apparatus for systematic propaganda so the population accepts these values and ideas through skilled manipulation of the mass media, which are monopolized by the regime 

8. A militaristic and aggressive foreign policy 

9. Strict regulation and control of the economy by the regime designed to insure the priority of the political leadership's objectives over the private economic interests of the citizenry. Therefore under fascism most of the more important markets are allowed to operate only in governmentally "rigged" fashion. 

Imperialism     
A system in which a country rules other countries, sometimes having used force to obtain power over them, or when one country has a lot of power or influence over others, especially in political and economic matters.

Liberalism 
Political viewpoint or ideology associated with strong support for a broad interpretation of civil liberties for freedom of expression and religious toleration, for widespread popular participation in the political process, and in favour of a capitalist free market economy. 

In the 20th century US, the term has come to describe an ideology with similar views on civil liberties and personal freedom issues but now supporting a much stronger role for government in regulating and manipulating the private economy and providing public support for the economically and socially disadvantaged, though still stopping well short of full socialism.

Nationalism 
An ideology based on the idea that each nation constitutes a natural political community whose members should all live together under the authority of "their own" independent nation state. 
When the people of one nation live in large numbers in a multi-ethnic state or in states with government(s) dominated by political elites drawn from another nationality, nationalism often becomes an ideology justifying rebellion in order to create a separate nation state. 
When large numbers of people seen as belonging to the nation live outside the borders of their own nation state, nationalism often becomes an ideology justifying an aggressive foreign policy striving to expand the state's borders to include them. 
Nationalist ideologies usually claim that their respective nation possess special national characteristics or virtues that make them morally and intellectually superior, and should qualify their nation state for a special or privileged role in the world at large. 

Oligarchy 
Any system of government in which virtually all political power is held by a very small number of wealthy but otherwise unmeritorious people who shape public policy primarily to benefit themselves financially, while displaying little or no concern for the interests of the rest of the population. 
“Oligarchy” is also used as a collective term to denote all the individual members of the small corrupt ruling group in such a system.

Socialism

A political and economic theory of social organization which advocates that the means of production, distribution, and exchange should be owned or regulated by the community as a whole. Most “socialist Socialists” are adverse to using violence to achieve their goals. For some, Socialism can occur within a free-market system. Social Democrats, for example, are socialists who strive to lessen the gap that exists between rich and poor through government policy initiatives. 
Totalitarianism 
Domination by a single, like-minded governing elite of all (or virtually all) organized political, economic, social and cultural activities in a country by means of a single-party monopoly of power, police repression not only of all forms of dissent and opposition but also of all forms of independent private organizations as such, rigorous censorship of the mass media, centralized state planning and administration of the economy, and pervasive propaganda to inculcate the principles of the obligatory official ideology. 
Totalitarian states differ from traditional dictatorships or despotisms primarily with respect to the broader ("total") scope of human behavior that the authorities seek to regulate in detail and with respect to their much more effective control mechanisms made possible by exploiting twentieth century breakthroughs in rapid communication and transportation, scientific psychology, pervasive mass media, surveillance technology, electronic information retrieval, and so on. 
The term is commonly applied both to fascist regimes and communist regimes, and occasionally by extension to other exotic cults, movements or regimes with ambitions for total control such as those led by various sorts of religious fanatics like the Rev. Jim Jones or the Ayatollah Khomeini.
From: http://www.auburn.edu/~johnspm/gloss/
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A Review of the Political Spectrum
The Left to Right Spectrum
1. Place the following terms above the correct mark in the following diagram:

communism

conservatism

fascism
liberalism

socialism


2. Place the following concepts into the general areas where they belong below the line of the spectrum (note: they should not be placed in more than one area but may span across areas)

authoritarianism

equality of opportunity
hierarchy


democracy

internationalism

tradition


nationalism


universalism (class-less)

inequality of ownership
action



economic progress

material equality
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