History 12 Rise of Fascism Unit

Lesson 2: Mussolini consolidates and maintains power in Italy


	Purpose: To understand how Mussolini was able to form and maintain a Fascist dictatorship in Italy



	Why was such a coalition necessary / desired?



	Who were the Black Shirts?



	Why did King Victor Emmanuel ignore former Italian PM Facta’s pleas and make Mussolini PM?



	How did Mussolini win the hearts of the Italian people? (70)




Refer to Pgs. 70-71 and write notes for the following:

	The Matteotti Murder

In June 1924 the prominent Socialist leader and political opponent of the Duce was kidnapped and killed, setting off widespread protest throughout Italy. It was decision time for Mussolini.

If he condemned the murder and arrested those that were responsible, he risked losing the support of his radical Fascist followers and may even have lost power.

If he did nothing, he would lose the respect of moderate Italians, the rest of the Parliament, and the Church, as he would be admitting the violent nature of Fascism.

What did Mussolini decide to do? Why did he make this choice?




Political Cartoon Analysis: Refer to Exercise 5 on Pg. 72
	What does the cartoon suggest about Mussolini’s feelings about the Black Shirts after the Matteotti Affair? Why did he feel this way?




What are the characteristics of Fascism? (73)

	Extreme Nationalism
	Dictatorship
	Autarky
	Military Might

	*Return to glory
*Italians were superior
*Italy needed an empire to compete with the other powers
	*Democracy = weakness
*one powerful leader was needed - him
	*completely independent economy
*Economy should be directed by govt. corporations
	*war is necessary to make the nation great
*built up armed forces are needed


Forming a Totalitarian State

	Opposition parties were banned:
	Soon after assuming power no other party would run against the Fascists.

	The Press was no longer “free”:
	Newspapers were destroyed or shut down or told to change to the Fascist ideological slant.

	The OVRA was formed:
	Secret police force used force and fear to neutralize opponents.

	Opponents were sent to Gaol:
	Gaol = prison.

	The government played an increased role in the economy to stimulate autarky:
	“Battle For Wheat”: Italy attempted to stop its reliance on foreign wheat by growing its own. 
“Corporations” were set up to replace unions. They were run by Fascists and monitored boss-worker relations.
Currency Control: Mussolini tried to give a high value to the Lira, but destroyed the Italian export industry as a result.

Mass Unemployment was experienced 

Some gains were made in heavy industries and hydro-electricity

	An agreement was made with the Church to keep it out of political affairs:
	Lateran Treaty

An agreement between the Catholic Church and Fascist Italy to respect each other. The Vatican was made its own political entity, and in return the Pope legitimized Mussolini’s government. 


Foreign Policy

	Corfu 1923
	Locarno Pacts 1925
	Stresa Agreement 1935
	Dollfuss Murder
	Abyssinia



	An incident with the Greeks inspired Il Duce to take the island of Corfu until the Greeks apologized.
	Italy agreed to maintain the terms of the Treaty of Versailles and to protect France from a German attack.
	Mussolini agreed to work with Br. and Fr. against German aggression
	Mussolini sent tanks to the Austrian border to protect it from a German attack. Hitler backed down. 
	Mussolini attacked the African nation in an attempt to increase its empire. The attack made it lose the support of and be subject to sanctions from the League of Nations


Cooperation with Germany
	After the sanctions were put in place Italy began to rely on Germany as a trade partner. Eventually the nations became very close with the signing of the Rome-Berlin Agreement in 1936 and the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis in 1938. Hitler was to dominate the relationship with Mussolini. 


Talk: Compare Mussolini’s rise to the rise of Stalin in the USSR in terms of gaining and consolidating power

May 1921


Mussolini’s Fascists were asked to form a coalition with PM Giolitti’s Liberals. This was entry into politics.





August 1922


Mussolini’s 50 000 Black Shirts put down a Communist Party led general strike attempt. “Caporetto of Italian Socialism.”  





October 1922


Mussolini’s and his 50 000 Black Shirts threatened to March on Rome” if he was not made PM. He was named PM of Italy on October 29th, 1922.








Acerbo Law 1923








“Il Duce”








1924 Election











