History 12 Unit One: The Paris Treaties

Lesson 2: The costs of the war and the Paris Conferences


	Purpose: To assess the costs of the war in terms of deaths and financial impact


Review

	Chapter One Comprehension Questions

1. Which country changed sides when it left the Central powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary and Turkey) to help the Entente Powers (Britain, France and Russia) in 1915?

2. Which of the following battles was fought at sea?

a. Verdun

b. Vimy Ridge

c. Jutland

d. The Somme

3. The war ended on __________________ when an _________________ was signed to end the fighting.


The Treaties of Paris - Examining the Costs of War
In the following activity, we will take a closer look at how WWI affected the major European countries who were involved. 
1. Using data from both textbooks, complete the following chart: (Atlas 28-29, Demarco 27)
	Country
	Population (1900) (approx.)


	War dead (approx.)
	Cost (approx. in USD)

	Great Britain (Entente)
	40,000,000 (excluding its empire)
	
	

	France (Entente)
	40,000,000
	
	

	Russia (Entente)
	160,000,000
	
	

	Germany (Allies)
	65,000,000
	
	

	Austria-Hungary (Allies)
	52,000,000
	
	

	Ottoman Empire (Allies)
	20,000,000
	
	


2. Which three states suffered the greatest in terms of economic cost?

	
	
	


3. Which three states suffered the greatest in terms of war dead? (Use ratios to argue this)
	
	
	


 Predict
	What do you think the Entente Powers will ask for in their negotiations with Germany? Is this justified? Explain.



	Purpose: To understand who attended the Paris conferences, and what terms were sought


· In January 1919 meetings were held in Paris, France to determine the terms of the peace agreement between the victorious Entente Powers and the defeated Central Powers. The result of these meetings was a series of treaties that would greatly affect geopolitics for the rest of the Twentieth Century.

· Representatives of Britain, France, the United States, Italy, Japan and various other nations (including Canada!) attended the conferences.

Representatives – “The Big Three” (see Pg. 27)
	Britain
	France
	The United States

	David Lloyd George
	Georges Clemenceau
	Woodrow Wilson


Refer to “Making Peace: What did different leaders want?” to answer the following questions:

Summarize the French Position in terms of desires and rationale.
	Demilitarize the Rhineland – no German weapons near French soil
Recreation of the nation of Poland from German land – make Germany weaker

Democracy in Germany – no more crazy Kings thirsty for war

Germany must return territories that it had taken from other nations, including Alsasce Lorraine from France

Germany must stop its attempts to take lands that had been claimed by others (ex. Br. had claimed Egypt)

Loss of colonies

Pay for war damages


Summarize the British Position in terms of desires and rationale.
	Punish Germany, but do not do so in an unfair manner
Allow Germany to enter the world economy as an equal participant

Make Germans see the value of Western ways

Too harsh = future problems due to revenge

Too harsh might push Germany to Bolshevism


How did the American public feel?

	Want the war to be completely over
Mixed feelings about the League of Nations – shouldn`t affect US policy

Wanted a fair peace agreement for Germany so diplomatic relations could resume



How did the Germans feel about the proposed terms? Which parts were particularly bothersome?
	Were willing to accept punishment and some blame, but were very opposed to the War Guilt Clause
Resented the British blockade after the war had finished
Did not be the only nation to be assigned guilt




US President Woodrow Wilson was very influential at the Paris Conferences. He proposed his famous “Fourteen Points” as a framework for a lasting peace in Europe. Refer to the following document and answer the questions that follow.
Document Analysis
	President Woodrow Wilson's Fourteen Points (Delivered in Joint Session, January 8, 1918)

I. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at, after which there shall be no private international understandings of any kind but diplomacy shall proceed always frankly and in the public view.

II. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territorial waters, alike in peace and in war, except as the seas may be closed in whole or in part by international action for the enforcement of international covenants.

III. The removal, so far as possible, of all economic barriers and the establishment of an equality of trade conditions among all the nations consenting to the peace and associating themselves for its maintenance.

IV. Adequate guarantees given and taken that national armaments will be reduced to the lowest point consistent with domestic safety.

V. A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims, based upon a strict observance of the principle that in determining all such questions of sovereignty the interests of the populations concerned must have equal weight with the equitable claims of the government whose title is to be determined.

VI. The evacuation of all Russian territory and such a settlement of all questions affecting Russia as will secure the best and freest cooperation of the other nations of the world in obtaining for her an unhampered and unembarrassed opportunity for the independent determination of her own political development and national policy and assure her of a sincere welcome into the society of free nations under institutions of her own choosing; and, more than a welcome, assistance also of every kind that she may need and may herself desire. The treatment accorded Russia by her sister nations in the months to come will be the acid test of their good will, of their comprehension of her needs as distinguished from their own interests, and of their intelligent and unselfish sympathy.

VII. Belgium, the whole world will agree, must be evacuated and restored, without any attempt to limit the sovereignty which she enjoys in common with all other free nations. No other single act will serve as this will serve to restore confidence among the nations in the laws which they have themselves set and determined for the government of their relations with one another. Without this healing act the whole structure and validity of international law is forever impaired.

VIII. All French territory should be freed and the invaded portions restored, and the wrong done to France by Prussia in 1871 in the matter of Alsace-Lorraine, which has unsettled the peace of the world for nearly fifty years, should be righted, in order that peace may once more be made secure in the interest of all.

IX. A readjustment of the frontiers of Italy should be effected along clearly recognizable lines of nationality. 

X. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose place among the nations we wish to see safeguarded and assured, should be accorded the freest opportunity to autonomous development.

XI. Rumania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be evacuated; occupied territories restored; Serbia accorded free and secure access to the sea; and the relations of the several Balkan states to one another determined by friendly counsel along historically established lines of allegiance and nationality; and international guarantees of the political and economic independence and territorial integrity of the several Balkan states should be entered into.

XII. The Turkish portion of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured a secure sovereignty, but the other nationalities which are now under Turkish rule should be assured an undoubted security of life and an absolutely unmolested opportunity of autonomous development, and the Dardanelles should be permanently opened as a free passage to the ships and commerce of all nations under international guarantees.

XIII. An independent Polish state should be erected which should include the territories inhabited by indisputably Polish populations, which should be assured a free and secure access to the sea, and whose political and economic independence and territorial integrity should be guaranteed by international covenant.

XIV. A general association of nations must be formed under specific covenants for the purpose of affording mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial integrity to great and small states alike.




Questions – After reading the above document, answer the following questions:
1. Label each of Wilson’s fourteen points (except VI and VIII) as one of the following: national self-determination, 2) free trade and transit, 3) arms control, or 4) internationalism. What category do most of them fall under and what does this show about Wilson’s beliefs? 

	Self-determination was the most represented category. This could mean that Wilson believed that nations need to be able to control their own affairs (an anti-imperialist belief).  



2. According to Wilson, what would be the major purpose of the “general association of nations” (Point XIV) that he proposes? What organization is he referring to?
	The League of Nations would act as a world police force by defending territorial borders and not allowing stronger nations to attack weaker nations.



**Refer to Demarco Pgs. 27-28 and answer the following questions:
3. Why were the Italians, led by Orlando, disillusioned with the treaty process?

	The Italians had been promised territory in the secret Treaty of London (1915) but soon realized that these promises would not be granted now that the war had finished. They also did not like how much influence the Big Three had over the negotiations.



4. What did Wilson mean by “national self-determination”?

	“Every nation of people had the right to govern themselves and not be ruled by a foreign power.”



5. Why was France more “hungry” for revenge than the other members of the “Big Three”?

	Revenge for the Franco-Prussian War, proximity to Germany, they had suffered the most damage of any of the Big Three.


6. What concerns did British PM George have about forcing too harsh a peace on the Germans?

	George worried that the Germans would cause problems in the future if the peace was not fair. He also worried that the Germans would go towards Bolshevism if they were not able to prosper due to the terms of the treaty.


The Treaty of Versailles
· Called a diktat by German Chancellor Scheidemann. What does this mean, and what was the result for the German leader? What would have happened if Germany had not signed?
	Diktat = imposed (not negotiated) settlement. If the Germans did not sign, the Naval blockade would have been continued and Germany would have faced an Allied attack.


· Was officially signed on _____June 23rd, 1919_____________, 4 hours before the Allied deadline.

	Purpose: To understand the terms of the Treaty of Versailles


Terms of the Treaty of Versailles
	Territorial Losses
	Military Clauses
	Reparations

	· German colonies in Africa were lost and became mandates of Allied Power countries until they were “ready” for self rule. Give examples:
African colonies split between Br. and Fr.

New Guinea granted to Australia.

· Alsace-Lorraine was returned to France
· Germany lost territory to Belgium, Denmark, Lithuania and the newly created (and recreated) nations of Czechoslovakia and Poland, which was given the “Polish Corridor to the sea” when it was granted Posen and West Prussia.
· The League of Nations assumed control of the Saar and the Northern port of Danzig.
	· The Rhineland, an area of Germany bordering France, was demilitarized. Meaning?
Germany was forbidden to place weapons there
Limits were placed on the German army. Details?

No conscription allowed, only volunteers could join. Limits on the numbers of soldiers.
· Germany lost its navy to Britain and was not allowed to build new weapons. Details?

Ships sunk, couldn`t have more than 6 ships, no new subs, planes or tanks

	· The Allied Powers insisted that Germany should pay for damages that had been inflicted during the war. This sum was determined to be 6.6 Billion US Dollars.
· The Germans also lost revenue due to the fact that France was given control of the Saar, a coal-rich area, for 15 years. 
· In what way did these two decisions make it almost impossible for Germany to pay its reparations?
Germany lost its ability to make money (Saar, Posen) but was still expected to pay this staggering amount.
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	Refer to Page 30. What did Hitler mean with his “first roll of the drums” comment?

Ancient armies have drummers who hit their instruments to prepare the soldiers to fight. The War Guilt Clause and unfair terms ensured that Germany would seek retribution – thus they were like the first roll of the drums before a battle.


What is the meaning of “Empires are only a bad thing for beaten powers”? Give evidence to explain.

	The empires who won the war did not lose anything and even gained with the mandates that were granted. A-H and Germany lost vast amounts of land and colonies in the supposed name of self-determination. 


Review
· Are you aware of the meanings and significance of all of the following terms?
	George
	Clemenceau “le tigre”
	Wilson
	Orlando

	
	
	
	

	Treaty of London 1915
	Democracy
	Self-determination
	Fourteen Points

	
	
	
	

	League of Nations
	Demilitarization
	Reparations
	Franco-Prussian War

	
	
	
	

	Alsace-Lorraine
	Communist rebellion
	Bolshevism
	Diktat

	
	
	
	

	Scheidemann
	Weimar Republic
	Mandates
	Eupen-Malmedy

	
	
	
	

	Plebiscite
	North Schleswig
	Posen and West Prussia
	Polish Corridor

	
	
	
	

	Upper Silesia
	Memel (Lithuania)
	The Saar
	Danzig

	
	
	
	

	Rhineland
	Conscription
	6.6 Billion
	Coal

	
	
	
	

	War Guilt Clause (231)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Your Opinion
· Were the terms of the Treaty of Versailles fair? Give evidence to support your position.

	








