History 12 Unit 2: The Rise of Russian Communism

Lesson 2: The February (March) Revolution and the October (November) Revolution

	Purpose: To understand the events and effects of the February (March) Revolution


· By 1917 the Tsar was busy commanding the Russian troops on the Eastern Front of the Great War (with disastrous results), while his wife, Tsarina Alexandra, and her “advisor”, Rasputin, were facing constant protests from a hungry and fed up Russian population.
The Lead Up: 

	August 1915
	The Tsar takes over command of the army, shouldering blame for the brutal Russian defeats

	December 1916

	Rasputin Murdered


	December 1916
	Bread rations cut causing loss of confidence in the Tsar by the army


	February 1917

	Constant demonstrations and riots to protest lack of food supplies  and inflation


	February 23rd (March 8th ), 1917

	90 000 textile workers went on strike, starting a general strike that would include some 400 000 workers in Petrograd. The Tsar’s soldiers joined the demonstrations, leaving the Tsar without any military support.


	March 15th, 1917

	Tsar Nicholas II abdicated and the Duma took control of Russian policy, forming a Provisional Government under the leadership of Liberal Prince Lvov. 



	
	Refer to Demarco Pages 40-41 
Was this revolution well planned? Explain

Which party controlled the Petrograd Soviet?

Who did the Soviet represent?

In what ways was it powerful?

In what ways was it in agreement with the Lvov’s Liberals?




	Talk: Read Exercise 3 on Pages 41-42 and discuss the questions that follow.


Political Parties in Russia after the February (March) Revolution
	Party
	Bolsheviks
	Mensheviks
	Social Revolutionaries (SRs)
	Cadets

	Desires
	*Communist revolution to be led only by dedicated revolutionaries
	*Communist revolution to be aided by Liberals and the “Bourgeoisie”.
	*”The peasants should own the land.”
	*Wanted Russia to have a democratic government

	Notes

	*Had very little support in the early days of the Provisional Govt.

*After Lenin and Trotsky’s returns, became popular due to their continuous opposition to the Provisional Govt. and their promise of “Peace, Land and Bread”.
	*Very influential in the Petrograd Soviet
*Split from the Bolsheviks in 1903

*Trotsky was a member before joining the Bolsheviks


	*Controlled the Petrograd Soviet

*Kerensky would lead the Provisional Govt. after July 1917.
*Lost support after failing to transfer land to peasants and refusing to withdraw from the war
	*Controlled the Provisional Govt. under Lvov.

*Worked towards making Russia into a Constitutional Democracy 


	Purpose: To understand the events that led to the October (November) Bolshevik Revolution


Compare and contrast the Bolsheviks and Mensheviks.

	


How was Lenin able to travel from Germany to Russia during the War?

	The German Kaiser arranged for his transfer. He did this because he knew that if Lenin could secure power in Russia that he would withdraw from the war and thus make Germany’s position stronger.


Outline some of the Provisional Government’s successes.
	


Outline some of the Provisional Government’s mistakes.

	· Did not initiate land reforms quickly enough – led to a revolutionary atmosphere among the peasantry
· Did not withdraw from the war. It continued fighting in hopes that the Western world would support Russia’s new democracy once the war had finished. 


Why did the Mensheviks and SRs lose support in the Petrograd Soviet?
	


Describe “July Days” and how this even affected the Bolsheviks.

	A large demonstration, which was not associated with any of the prominent Bolsheviks, gave the Kerensky-led Provisional Govt. the opportunity to round up all trouble-makers, including the Bolshevik leadership. This pushed the Bolshevik movement underground and seriously threatened the future of the party.


Who was General Kornilov, and what was his plan?

	


What was Kerensky’s response? What was the result? (See election results on Pg. 47)

	


Describe the October (November) Revolution in terms of events, leadership, degree of violence and results.
	


Compare and contrast the two revolutions in Russia.

	March

	November


		

	


