History 12 The Rise of Russian Communism 

Lesson 3: Lenin in Power and the Civil War


	Purpose: to understand the immediate effect Lenin had on Russia domestically and internationally


	Domestic Initiatives
	International Initiatives

	· Lenin immediately announced that Russia’s land would now be owned by the peasantry

In what way did this contradict Communist ideals?

What does it say about Lenin’s character?

· Lenin went ahead with plans for a Constituent Assembly, which brought democratic principles to Russia.

What was the result of the election?

How did Lenin react?

· Lenin created the Cheka, a secret police force.

What was its purpose?

What role did it play in the infancy of the Civil War?


	· Lenin immediately took steps to withdraw Russian troops from WWI. 

How did the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk (March 1918) affect Russia’s territory?

Describe how it created dissent within the Bolsheviks?

What happened to the terms of the treaty once Germany was defeated?




Contrast Lenin’s policies with those of Lvov and Kerensky’s Provisional Governments.

	Kerensky & Lvov

	Lenin


		

	


	Purpose: To understand the events and results of the Civil War in Russia


· In the spring of 1918, a counter-revolutionary force known as the Whites started its campaign to take control away from the Bolsheviks (now known as the Communist Party). 

	Who were the Whites?



	Who supported them?


	Find examples of foreign contributions to the Whites:


	Summarize the involvement of the following Whites:
Kolchak’s Czech Legion (which had been trapped in Eastern Russia during WWI)
Denikan and Wrangel 

(former Tsarist military officers)

Yudenich 

(former Tsarist military general)

Pilsudski

(Polish military)




The Armies: Advantages and Disadvantages

	
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	Red Army


	· Controlled the industrial centers

· Controlled the railway (could rush troops and supplies to fronts)

· Superior morale and determination

· Trotsky’s superior leadership

· Used White army being supplied by west to advantage by convincing the people they were “defending mother Russia” from foreign powers
· Employed War Communism
	· Outnumbered

· Less well-equipped

· No officers (had to force old Tsarist officers by threatening families)

· Food shortages

· Had to keep own people in line while fighting the Whites

	White Armies
	· Better equipment

· Supplied by allied powers

· More numerous

· Able to attack on many fronts


	· Lack of unity

· White generals jealous of each other

· White generals often brutal to their own people, harsh rule – Slaughter of Jews

· Land given back to landlords – Peasants more and more on side of Bolsheviks


· The Reds were able to overcome their disadvantages, while the Whites were not, and the White threat had been completely neutralized by 1920.
· Refer to Atlas (50). What effect did the war have on the power structure and economy of Russia?

	Power

	Economy


		

	


