History 12 United States Interwar Years Unit

Lesson 3: Social Changes in Interwar Years USA


	Purposes: 1. To understand the social changes that occurred in the USA during the Interwar Years, specifically relating to the rise of women’s rights, prohibition, urbanization and race relations.
2. To assess whether the USA  was truly isolationist during the Interwar Years


The Changing Roles of Women
· As was the case in Canada, American women started to demand more rights after playing a larger role in society during the Great War.
· Consumerism and the availability of new products which made domestic work less difficult played a role.
· The Suffragettes, a prominent women’s group who had waged a campaign for women’s right to vote, finally achieved its goal when the 19th Amendment of the American Constitution was passed allowing such a privilege to women. 

· Refer to the Divorce rates in America slide. How does this data support the rise of women’s rights?

	


Prohibition

· Another cause that the Suffragettes supported was prohibition, the banning of the production, transportation and sale of alcoholic beverages. Prohibition was introduced with the signing of the 18th Amendment of the American Constitution in 1919. It would remain in place until it was repealed by F.D. Roosevelt in 1933. 
	Bootlegging
	Illegally distributing alcohol

	“Speakeasies”
	An illegal hidden bar that served alcohol

	Gangsters
	People who make money from illegal activities. Prohibition made them rich.

	Al Capone
	A famous gangster who was prominent during Prohibition

	Corruption
	Gangsters would often pay off government officials so they could continue their illegal activities


http://videos.howstuffworks.com/discovery/30144-assignment-discovery-the-bootleg-years-video.htm
Urbanization and Industrialization
· The greatest increase in urbanization occurred from 1880 to 1920

· Prior to 1900, America was around 28% urban, but this nearly doubled in the beginnings of the 20th century

· In 1900, New York City reported a population of around 3.4 million people; in only 20 years, it would nearly double to 5.6 million

· With this trend towards urbanization, America had a large population base upon which to develop its manufacturing to easily-reached local and overseas consumer markets; thus urbanization is heavily tied to the increase in industrialization.
· New production techniques such as Henry Ford’s “assembly lines” increased productivity even more. 
· The automobile industry created an increased need for parts, thus stimulating the steel, rubber, glass and oil industries.
· The USA emerged from WWI as the largest industrial power in the world.
· Watch the video about Industrialization in America

http://videos.howstuffworks.com/discovery/29561-assignment-discovery-industrial-progression-video.htm
	Summarize the problems that existed in early urban America
	Who were the Progressives? What reforms did they make?

	
	


Race Relations

	Xenophobia – The hatred or fear of foreigners or strangers


· One of the effects of urbanization and increased immigration was an increased mistrust of “foreigners”, or anyone who fell outside of the White, Anglo-Saxon Protestant realm. An indicator of this is the rise of groups like the 
Ku Klux Klan, a group of whites who went on a violent campaign against black Americans and other minority groups in the Southern States. Read the following passage for more information about the KKK.

	Ku Klux Klan, the name of three movements that became prominent in the United States, one just after the Civil War, and another in the 1920's.

The first Ku Klux Klan, formed in Pulaski, Tennessee, in 1865, was a secret organization of Southern whites who used intimidation and violence to maintain white supremacy in their states after the slaves were freed. Wearing robes, hoods, and masks that gave them a ghostlike appearance, Klansmen rode through the night, terrorizing ex-slaves and whites who were sympathetic to the cause of the freed slaves. In 1871 Congress authorized the use of federal troops to suppress the Klan, but it existed in some areas until Reconstruction ended in 1877. At its peak, the Klan had 550,000 members.

The second Ku Klux Klan was formed in 1915 at Atlanta, Georgia. The revival was planned to coincide with the opening in Atlanta of D. W. Griffith's motion picture The Birth of a Nation, which glorified the first Klan. The second Klan became influential during a period of intense nationalism after World War I. The Klan's hooded members— native white Protestants—claimed to be patriotic in opposing blacks, Catholics, Jews, and foreign-born Americans. Fiery crosses were set in front of homes as warnings, and acts of violence, including lynchings, were committed. The Klan became politically powerful in a number of states. In 1924 it claimed a membership of 5,000,000 in 40 states. By the 1930's, after being denounced by the Supreme Court, investigated by Congress, and legislated against in various states, it had a membership of only about 30,000. The organization disbanded in 1944.


Watch the following video: http://www.teachertube.com/viewVideo.php?title=Lynchings_in_the_US&video_id=28587
Why was Woodrow Wilson’s quotation so surprising?

	


The Jim Crow Laws did not help the racial tension. Explain.
	


A series of restrictive immigration laws embracing nativism also served to increase xenophobic feelings. 

	Emergency Immigration Act 1921

*Immigration from any given country was limited to 3% of the total number of immigrants from that country already living in the USA (as per the 1890 Census) and capped at 350 000 per year for all countries.
	Johnson-Reed Act 1924

*Immigration limits were reduced to 2% of 1890 Census

*Asians were excluded from immigrating


-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Was the United States Truly Isolationist during the Interwar Years?
Consider your knowledge of the following:

	Paris Peace Treaties                  
	League of Nations
	1920 Election


	Emergency Immigration Act 1921
	Johnson-Reed Act 1924
	Fordney-McCumber Tariff 1922

	Dawes Plan 1924
*When Germany defaulted on its reparations payments, the Dawes plan reduced the amount of the debt, gave American loans to Germany, and removed French troops from German land.
	Young Plan 1929

*A plan to once again reduce the reparations amount that Germany owed, and allow it to be paid over a 59 year term. Like the Dawes plan, it was negotiated by American representatives.
	Washington Naval Treaty 1922
*an agreement between Br., the USA and Japan to limit the size of their naval fleets so as to avoid a naval arms race.


To what extent was the United States isolationist?

Discuss: Which argument is stronger? Why?
