History 12 Rise of Fascism Unit

Lesson 4: Conditions in Pre-Hitler Germany


	Purpose: To understand the conditions that led to the rise of Hitler’s Nazis in post-war Germany


*At the end of WWI, the German Kaiser abdicated and a civilian government, called the Weimar Republic, assumed power in Germany. 
*Below is an explanation of the power structure of the Reichstag, Germany’s Parliament.

	Electoral System
	*Proportional Representation

	President
	*Elected 

*Appointed and dismissed the Chancellor
*Could govern by decree in times of emergency 
*Freidrich Ebert was the first Weimar President

	Chancellor


	*Appointed by the President

*The equivalent of a modern Prime Minister
*Weak due to the heightened power of the President

*The first Chancellor was Philipp Scheidemann


Challenges to Weimar

	Political Challenges

Political Challenges from the “Left”

Political Challenges from the “Right”

More Political Challenges from the “Right”

Unstable Government

The Sparticists
The Nationalists
The Nazis
Proportional Representation

Led by Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebnecht

*Wanted a Bolshevik-style revolution in Germany

*January 1919: started a rebellion in Berlin which was quickly put down by Frei Korps, ex-soldiers who were opposed to Communism.

*The leaders were killed in the days following the failed rebellion.
*A group of wealthy land and factory owners who wanted the King to be returned to power, worker’s rights to be limited, and Communists to be killed.

*The Frei Korps were created by the Nationalists.

Kapp Putsch

*March 1920: Dr Kapp and the Frei Korps attempted to overtake the government

*Failed due to a general strike, but the leaders were not punished

Munich Beer Hall Putsch

*Another coup attempt by a right wing organization occurred in Munich in November, 1923, when Adolf Hitler and armed members of his Nationalist Socialist German Workers Party (called “Brown Shirts” or the SA) attempted to seize power. 

*The coup was put down by the Bavarian police

*Hitler was jailed for 5 years, but released after 9 months
*This electoral system leads to instability due to the fact that many parties are represented in parliament and coalition governments are needed to gain power.
*When a coalition between the Catholic Centre Party and the Socialists was broken up in 1930, an unstable political situation was created. Two years of instability later, Hitler’s Nazi party would start to gain more support, and in 1933, Hitler was appointed Chancellor.



Economic and Historical Challenges

	Hyperinflation

	Depression and Loans
	Treaty of Versailles


	*the war had destroyed Germany’s industrial output

*The Mark lost its value due to the overprinting of currency

*Germany could not make its reparations payments

*France and Belgium occupied the Ruhr to take coal in lieu of reparations. This led to strikes and protests which further hurt the fragile economy

*Hyperinflation was the result, with prices rising to astronomical proportions (see bread ex. On Pg. 83), weakening the legitimacy of the Weimar government even more.
	*After a few years of relative prosperity between 1924 and 1929 under the leadership of Gustav Stresemann’s, the Great Depression once again destroyed the economy of Germany, causing mass unemployment. 
*When the USA started to feel the effects of the Depression and called back its loans to Germany, chaos once again ensued.
	*The leaders of the Weimar Republic would forever be haunted by the fact that they signed the Diktat, which was a source of shame for all Germans. They and they alone were blamed for its signing, and never had legitimacy as a result.

*They would later be called the “November Criminals” by Hitler.


	


Questions
Stresemann was able to improve the economy during his tenure from 1924-1929. How did he do this?

	


The popularity of the Nazis and the Communists was reduced between 1924 and 1929. Why?

	


Hitler was able to assume power due to the instability of the Weimar government. What caused this instability?

	


Hitler was able to assume power due to the Proportional Representation electoral system. Explain.
	


What role did Article 48, which gave the president the power to rule by decree and appoint the PM, play in the rise of Hitler?

	


What role did the Depression in the USA play in the rise of Hitler? 
	


What role did unemployment in Germany play in the rise of Hitler? Refer to Pg. 91 for evidence.

	


	Refer to Exercise 5 on Pg. 87 and answer the questions
	Refer to Exercise 6 on Pg. 88 and answer the questions

	
	


Discuss how Hitler was able to gain the support of most sectors of society. (Pg. 90)
	 


What role did Joseph Stalin play in the rise of Hitler? (pg. 90)
	


Talk: Compare and contrast the rise of Hitler and Mussolini
