History 12 Rise of Fascism Unit

Lesson 5: Creating a Totalitarian Nazi State


	Purpose: to understand how Hitler was able to turn Germany into a totalitarian dictatorship and implement Nazi ideology


Once Hitler had become the Chancellor, he began to take steps to consolidate his power.

	Reichstag Fire
	Enabling Act 1933
	Banning of Opposition
	Fuhrer 1934

	*Blamed on a Communist, Hitler used it to justify a crack down on the Communist Party, and it even led to its banning from being represented in the Reichstag.
	*Gave Hitler the power to make laws without the support of Parliament for four years. Gave him complete dictatorial power over Germany.
	*The Enabling Act allowed Hitler to ban opposition parties from the Reichstag. The Socialist Party and trade unions were the first to be banned, and were followed by the banning of the only remaining party – the Centre Party.
	*Hitler disbanded the previous President and Chancellor positions, and replaced them with a single leader, to be called the Fuhrer, which is German for “leader”.


	Night of the Long Knives 1934
Hitler Youth
Gestapo
Oath of Army Loyalty
*Some members of the SA (Brown Shirts) had been attracted to the Nazi Party by promises of worker’s rights. Led by Ernst Roehm, they started to lobby Hitler for Socialist-style changes and for the SA to replace the national army (Reichswehr). 
*Roehm and virtually all influential members of the SA were systematically killed on June 30th, 1934 by members of the SS, an elite protection force led by Heinrich Himmler. This is known as the night of the long knives. 
*Other opponents of the Nazis were also killed at the same time. 
*Hitler ensured future support by indoctrinating Germany’s youth at a very young age. 
*Boys started their training at the age of 6 and joined Hitler Youth at 14. 

*Girls started to train at 10 and were taught to give birth to Aryan children, be religious and cook for their men. (Kinder, Kirche and Kuche). 
*The German secret police
*Led by Reinhard Heydrich under the direction of SS Chief  Heinrich Himmler
*It was their job to locate opponents to the Party and neutralize them

*Opponents included Communists, Socialists, Jews, homosexuals and gypsies

*Anyone could be arrested without cause and imprisoned without a trial

*Many of those arrested were sent to labour camps or executed
*Elite members of the national army (Reichswehr) promised to remain loyal to Hitler if he ensured that Roehm and the SA did not replace them. 
*After the Night of the Long Knives they followed through on this promise by signing an oath of loyalty to the Fuhrer. Hitler now had protection and no enemies.



Hitler and Mussolini: A Comparison

	Category
	Hitler
	Mussolini

	Anger over the War:
	
	Italy did not get what it had been promised

	View of Communism:
	
	Very anti-Communist after the War

	Armed Thugs:
	
	Black Shirts

	Granted Power By:
	
	Victor Emmanuel

	Changed Govt. Rules:
	
	Acerbo Law

	Title/nickname:
	
	Il Duce

	Secret Police:
	
	OVRA

	Dealing with Religion:
	
	Lateran Treaty

	Dealing with opposition:
	
	Imprisoned, beaten

	When confronted by Party Members:
	
	Gave the Black Shirts what they wanted by becoming more Fascist after Matteotti Affair




Elements of Nazi Ideology
	Preservation of the Aryan Race

	Racial Policies

	What was the “Aryan” race?

According to Hitler and Nazi racial theory, the Aryan race was the human racial group which was responsible for driving history forward since ancient times. The Aryans embodied the true spirit of morality and social responsibility and used force as a positive energy for assimilation and preservation.

According to Nazi theory, the Anglo-Saxons and Nordic people of Northern and Central Europe were the direct descendants of the Aryan race. The ideal reference was a tall, blond-haired, blue-eyed person. Asians, Africans and even Slavic and Mediterranean Europeans were considered to be inferior. Hitler believed that other races only achieved greatness with the influence of Aryan forces. 

For Hitler and the Nazis, the Jews were the spiritual embodiment of everything that was not Aryan. According to the Nazis, the Jews were corrupt, greedy, selfish and calculating. Hitler’s concept of the Jew made no distinction between religious Jews or ethnic Jews. Hitler argued that it was the long-term Jewish corruption of the Germanic and Aryan people which led to Germany’s defeat in 1919. Thus it was necessary for Germany to purge its society of Jewish influence.

Furthermore, Nazi theory argued for the sterilization of the mentally retarded and the euthanasia of the insane in order to protect the supposed purity of the Aryan people. In addition, Nazi society also saw no place for homosexuals or Roma “gypsies”.
	“None but members of the nation may be citizens of the state. None but those of German blood may be members of the nation. No Jew, therefore, may be a member of the nation.”

The Nazis were rabid anti-Semites and took actions to marginalize and eventually exterminate Jews in Europe.

April 1, 1933

Boycott of all Jewish businesses

April 7, 1933

Law for the Restoration of the Professional Civil Service – dismissal of “non-Aryans”

Apr-Oct, 1933

Jews were excluded from the legal profession; quotas for Jewish students were set; Jewish actors were prevented from performing in theatres. Jewish writers and editors were prevented from working at newspapers and journals. Recent German citizens of Jewish descent were stripped of their citizenship.

Sept & Nov 1935 

The Nuremberg Laws remove full citizenship for the Jews. Jews could not vote or hold office. Marriage between Jews and non-Jews was forbidden. Jews were now defined as “subjects” of the state, having no political rights.

1935-1938

Jews were shut out of German life: Jews were not allowed into public offices, hospitals, pharmacies, restaurants, schools and universities, and were not eligible for governmental tax aid.

Nov 9, 1938

“Krystalnacht” (“Crystal Night”) – Campaign of terror ordered by Hitler against Jewish businesses and synagogues which resulted in deaths, injuries and millions of dollars in damages. Thousands of Jews were arrested and forced to give up their property and ultimately forced into exile.

1938-1941

Central Office for Jewish Emigration (under Adolf Eichmann) attempted large-scale emigration of Jews abroad; after the takeover of France in 1941, the Madagascar Plan proposed sending all Jews to the African island. 

Sept 1939

Deportation of German Jews to ghettoes and concentration camps in Poland. Regional economic effects forced the deportation to stop.

July 31, 1941

Hermann Goering ordered Reinhard Heydrich to prepare a “final solution” to the Jewish problem. This would lead to the death of some six million European Jews during the Holocaust.


	


Roots of Racial Policies

· The Nazis were heavily influenced by the ideas of Nietzsche, who proposed the idea of “super humans”. The Nazis took this to mean that some humans were stronger than others, and that humans were stronger than God. This led to discriminatory and anti-religious policies in Nazi Germany. 
· The Nazis also borrowed from Darwin’s theory of evolution – “survival of the fittest” to justify the persecution of the weak and the prosperity of the strong.
Nazi Ideology (Continued)
	Opposition to Communism 

· Communist party banned after the Reichstag fire

· Thought to be a Jewish conspiracy due to the fact that Karl Marx was a Jew

· Went against the idea that there should be two classes – the leader and the people. This is known as “Führerprinzip” or the “Leader principle”. 
	Aggressive Nationalism
· Wanted Germany to dominate other nations

· Employed an aggressive militaristic approach to achieve this

· Hosted Berlin Olympics in 1936 to show the strength of Germans


	Autarky

· Sought a completely self-sufficient economy by reducing imports and increasing exports. 

· This was partially a response to the influence that foreign nations had on the German economy during the Weimar years. 

· In order to accomplish autarky Germany would need to become an imperial power to attain more raw materials.
	Limits on Worker’s Rights

· Trade unions were banned and workers lost collective bargaining and union rights

· These bans gained the support of industrialists 

· Workers were given better working conditions and encouraged to partake in leisurely activities

· Unemployment all but disappeared once Germany turned its focus to rebuilding its military


	Propaganda

· The Nazis believed strongly in the use of propaganda as a means to control the people
· Joseph Goebbels was put in charge of propaganda in Germany 

· Goebbels placed restrictions on art, movies, literature and the press
	Lebensraum

· The idea that Germans needed “living space”

· This land would be taken in the east and provide Germany with space for its people and more raw materials

· Was partially the basis of Germany’s aggressive expansion of its territory prior to WWII (along with a fervent desire to undo the terms of the Treaty of Versailles).


	Militarism

· A strong military was a key Fascist and Nazi policy

· Hitler started to rebuild his military in 1934, and reintroduced conscription in 1935. Both of these went against the terms of the Treaty of Versailles.

· Developed the Luftwaffe (air force), and built up a powerful navy

· Militarism helped achieve minimal unemployment in Germany 

· “Guns before butter” Pg. 100



	


Questions
	Find evidence that Nazi Germany was totalitarian.
	How did Hitler ensure that no man could challenge his power?


		
	Refer to the political cartoon on page 96. Which event is portrayed? How do you know?

	Refer to the montage on Pg. 102. What element of Nazi policy is it referring to?

		

	


The Purges of Stalin and Hitler: A Comparison
	
	Stalin
	Hitler

	Purpose


	To rid the USSR of Trotskyites and International Socialists
To gain complete control of the USSR
	To rid the Nazi party of its Socialist elements
To show a display of force against anyone who opposed Hitler (Roehm)

	Victims


	Kulaks
Original Bolshevik CC members

Military generals

Unfit workers
	Roehm and the SA Brown Shirts
All other opponents at the time

	Effect on Country
	Low wheat and animal production ( famine
Military weakened
	Loyal army – both the SS and the Reichswehr were loyal to Hitler personally ( more power


	Benefits to Leadership
	Totalitarian rule.
“Stalin cult” – Stalin became God-like in Russia with statues and mass pictures everywhere
	Totalitarian rule due to fear ( total control


