Social Studies 11-Demography, the study of population

Key Population Terms
You need to become familiar with the following demographic terms and statistics.  Refer to this handout whenever you come across a key term in our population unit.

Fertility: To do with births.

Mortality: To do with deaths.
Growth rate: The number of persons added to (or subtracted from) a population in a year due to natural increase and net migration; expressed as a percentage of the population at the beginning of the time period.

Birth rate (or crude birth rate): The number of live births per 1,000 population in a given year. Not to be confused with the growth rate.

Death rate (or crude death rate): The number of deaths per 1,000 population in a given year.

Age specific death rate: The number of deaths per thousand in a specific age group.

Infant mortality rate: the number of infant deaths (under one year) per thousand live births.

Rate of natural increase: The rate at which a population is increasing (or decreasing) in a given year due to a surplus (or deficit) of births over deaths, expressed as a percentage of the base population.

General fertility rate: The number of live births per thousand of women in the 15 to 44 age group in one year. 

Total fertility rate (TFR): The number of children women are having today. The average number of children that would be born alive to a women during her childbearing years if she conformed to the age-specific fertility rates of a given year.

Net migration: The net effect of immigration and emigration on an area's population in a given time period, expressed as an increase or decrease. 

Total population change: the sum of natural increase and net migration.

Dependency ratio: The number of young people (<15) and old people (>65) compared to the number of working age (15-65).

Baby boom: A dramatic increase in fertility rates and in the absolute number of births. In the United States and Canada this occurred during the period following World War II (1946-1964). 

Life expectancy: The average number of additional years a person of a given age could expect to live if current mortality trends were to continue for the rest of that person's life. Most commonly cited as life expectancy at birth. 

Family planning: The conscious effort of couples to regulate the number and spacing of births through artificial and natural methods of contraception.

Vital Statistics:  The recording of births, marriages, and deaths on a continual basis.

Census: A national count of population, usually done every 5 or 10 years.
Doubling time: the number of years for a population to double.

