Social Studies 11: Review




How to Write your Essay

Remember the writing process when writing a Social Studies Essay.










Essay Template





Expository Essay










*Social Studies essays stick to the facts.  

*Use specific details. 

*Explain your ideas clearly.

*Be direct and to the point.

Key command terms:


Sample essay questions:

1.  The Canadian government’s use of the War Measures Act was justified in the FLQ Crisis? Agree or disagree. 

2.  Evaluate the goals and policies of the Canadian government towards Aboriginal people in the 20th century.

3.  Explain how Canada’s system of government reflects the voice of Canadians.

4.  Evaluate the Canadian government’s attempts to bring Quebec into the constitution.

5.  The Official Languages Act, Multiculturalism and the 1978 Immigration Act were all introduced by Pierre Trudeau.  Assess the impact Trudeau has had in shaping Canadian society, as it exists today.

6.  Describe the impact of the Amending Formula on how the government makes changes in Canadian laws and society. 

7. To what extent is Canada a tolerant society?

Choose one of the above topics and practice writing an essay.

I chose question _________.

Brainstorm what you know about the topic.


Plan your essay: Expository Essay










Write your essay:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Edit your essay:

Grammar:


( Verb tense is correct.


( No subject verb agreement errors.


( No fragments or run-on sentences.

( Titles, names and beginning of sentences have capitals.

( Punctuation is correct.

( No awkward wording.

Structure:

( Introduction:  topic sentence that restates the question and makes a claim.  Relevant background material. Tell me what you are going to tell me.

( Body: States your ideas along with details and explanation.  Should be in chronological order.  Every sentence relates to the topic.  Tell me.
( Conclusion: Restates the topic sentence.  Should bring all your ideas together.  Tell me what you told me.

( Transitions are thoughtful.


Content:



( Ideas are purposeful.



( Shows understanding of topic.



( Ideas are clearly developed.



( Explanation is evident.



( Has sufficient details.

Suggestions:

Peer Edited by ____________________________

Prewriting


-limit your topic


-define purpose and audience


-gather your thoughts








Drafting


-organize your thoughts.


-write first draft 





Revising


-revising focus, structure, content.











Editing


-edit paragraphs, sentences and words.








Presenting


-proofread for spelling and punctuation.












































Tell me what you’re going to tell me.





Introduction:	


Background information.		


			-who, what , where, when why


Thesis:  					


-restates the question 		


-makes a claim.








Idea #1: 	


	Topic sentence


Examples/ details


Explanation


Concluding sentence








Tell me. 





Idea #2: 


	Topic sentence


Examples/ details


Explanation


Concluding sentence									


		.





Conclusion:	


Restate thesis.							


Final thoughts.


 					


			








Tell me what you told me.





Idea #3: 									Topic sentence


Examples/ details


Explanation


Concluding sentence	





Agree or disagree-





Assess-





Describe- gives an account of; tell about; give a word picture of the topic.





Discuss- examine, analyse carefully, formulate a thesis and give reasons pro and con.





Evaluate- give the good points and the bad; appraise; give an opinion regarding the value of; explore the advantages and disadvantages of the statement.





Explain- make clear; interpret; make plain; tell how to do something; tell the meaning of the topic.





To What Extent-











Tell me what you’re going to tell me.





Introduction:	








Idea #1: 	


	








Tell me. 





Idea #2: 


										


		.





Conclusion:	


Restate thesis.							


Final thoughts.


 					


			








Tell me what you told me.





Idea #3: 									








